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Have you ever wondered 
how flashing the palm of 
your hand to someone, 
a.k.a. waving hello, came to be a signal of 
friendly acknowledgment? After all, what led 
the first waver to think to him or herself that 
this other person would really like to see their 
palm in that moment?

In these stay-at-home days, it seems that wav-
ing to neighbors has become more and more 
an act of resilience. Yes, we are all toughing it 
out at home, but with a wave to a neighbor on 
a walk, we signal to each other that we and our 
stresses and struggles are acknowledged by a 
friend, even one whose name we don’t know. 

I am proud to introduce this issue of the news-
letter, which contains responses from one 

Looking back even on our 
spring issue reveals a world 
so changed as to be decades 
removed. Yesterday I spent the morning scrolling 
social media, piecing together the many thread-
ed narratives of the protests that are unfolding as 
of press time, an overwhelming stream of infor-
mation and emotion.

I spent the afternoon on a tele-cookout celebrat-
ing young neighbors graduating from middle 
and high school, a reaffirming celebration of life 
and hope through these young peoples’ eyes.

We are about to hand them the keys to the world, 
but what kind of world will it be? I spent the 
evening thinking about what we owe the young 
people who will inherit it from us.
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I am sick with anger and grief for our neighbors. For Breonna 
Taylor and her family. For all of the families who grieve with 
hers, and the families who grieved before hers. For our African 
American neighbors who have never truly known equal protec-
tion under the law.

As Dr. King said, true peace is not merely the absence of tension, 
it is the presence of justice. We will have to endure tension to 
find our way to the justice we seek, confront it and sit with it. We 
must say things that may be uncomfortable to say and we must 

The President’s Article continued from page 1

Editor’s Article continued from page 1

hundred Crescent Hillians to a simple seven-question survey, 
some interesting historical pieces, and, of course, news of up-
coming events—with the sad exception of the Fourth of July 
Festival, which, as you know, has been cancelled this year. I 
hope you will enjoy and even share feedback with the Council 
via our social media accounts. –Be safe out there!

View all answers from one-hundred Crescent Hillians to our sur-
vey at bit.ly/3dL7IaZ. The following is a sampling of responses:

1) I                      in Crescent Hill. 

Table 1

Answers

Live and work 25

Live but do not 
work

72

Work but do not 
live

0

Neither work nor 
live

3

3%

72%

25%

Live and work
Live but do not work
Work but do not live
Neither work nor live

Live and work
Live but do not work
Work but do not live
Neither work nor live

1

continued page 3

hear things that are uncomfortable to hear. I’m a little uncomfort-
able writing this in a neighborhood association newsletter; you’re 
probably a little uncomfortable reading it, but we each must use 
the platform we are afforded to do the most good we know how. 
We owe it to the young people to look injustice full in the face, 
to name it and to end it in our lifetime. We owe it to the young 
people to face the fight with courage and with kindness. They are 
watching us now, and we owe them the benefit of our example.

Thanks, Brooks

2) Of course no one is happy about Covid-19, but if there 
was one silver lining, what would it be? 

“Getting to become friends with my neighbors”
“People *truly* missing each other and with less ‘running 
around’ in life, now making a direct effort to connect and 
visit via Zoom/Skype, etc. I’m seeing long-distance friends 
I’ve known 20+ years more now than I ever have. Definite-
ly a silver lining”

“Having my college-age kids home.”
“Spending more time with our dogs.”
“It has shown how resilient we are.”
“No time lost commuting to work”
“Seeing more young kids out playing and riding bikes in-
stead of being shuffled around to sports leagues.”

“Getting to speak with my neighbors everyday and seeing 
everyone walking the sidewalks and street.”

“We have lived a more slow and simple life. It’s actually 
been quite fulfilling.

“No commute!”
“Time to read”

fill in the blank

http://bit.ly/3dL7IaZ
http://www.johnnationphotography.com
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Neighborhood Survey continued from page 2

3) Have you noticed any neighbors helping neighbors 
during this time? How? 

“Checking in with each other regularly to see if they need 
any supplies - and dropping off food, alcohol (for skin), 
even toilet paper. Also sharing good conversations about 
how crazy this all is, and just helping each other process it 
and know we *will* get through this.”

“Making and distributing masks!”
“When my husband was having difficulty with his mobility 
our next door neighbor would cut our grass”

“Our wonderful street has cheered on a runner who completed a 
50k race by doing 1.25 mile loop in the neighborhood 26 times.”

“Supporting local restaurants.”
“Lots of chalk art, rainbows in windows, treats for delivery 
drivers. I appreciate everyone who wears a mask during 
their errands and walks.”

“People moving out of the way - stepping off the sidewalk”
“One makes sure all the Little Free LIbraries on Frankfort 
Ave are full regularly.

4) These days, I am most appreciative of                     . 
“Getting time to reflect on the things that really matter”
“Our governor, and wifi internet/the ability to work from 
home.”

“Community. Being a single person with no pets (bldg. 
doesn’t allow them), the physical-distancing that’s now 
required which means you can’t even hug a friend, adds 
another layer of ‘aloneness’ and sometimes despair - so 
having community where we’re all checking in even more 
really helps.”

“The hope of ever having our freedom back”
“My husband, and the fact I’m still working.”
“Besides my family and health? I am thankful for the people 
who go to watch to each day to serve good or stock our 
grocery stores. The people looking this thing dead in the 
eye each and everyday”

“N95 masks and Personal Protective Gear at work -I’m a 
nurse and thank God every day that I’m not infected and I 
haven’t infected my family. It’s very hard to wear it all day 
long, but I’m very glad we have an adequate supply.”

“Good weather”
“Carryout”
“Family and my neighbors!”
“The camera on my laptop being covered”

5) These days, I have been doing a lot more                      lately.  
“Gardening”
“Self care”
“Zooming, and checking in with local community to see if 
there’s anything I can get for them.”

fill in the blank

“Letter writing to encourage my friends and family.”
“Sitting”
“Home renovations”
“Cooking, walking, praying, exercising”
“Working in the middle of the night. Walking around the 
block with my kiddo”

“Hikes and walks with my kids. They even taught me how 
to play Fortnite.”

“Eating and drinking”
“Enjoying a slower life”
“Working. I am on a covid results team.”
“Watching tv and reading.”
“Home renovations”

6) My favorite recipe is: 
“My southern fried chicken wings!”
“Chicken Tikka Masala”
“Texas Caviar”
“Blood Orange Cocktail”
“Pound cake”
“Smoked meatloaf”
“Feijoada!”
“Bison enchiladas”
“Lemon and asparagus pasta”
“Flank steak”
“Tossup between baked cheesy cauliflower and my grand-
mother’s cake sauce”

“Reservations”
“Baked Chicken Dijon”
“Vegan, oil-free banana muffins”
“Butter Walnut Biscottis!”
“Chicken with Fennel, Olives, and White Wine”
“Grilled cabbage steaks”
“Pimento cheese”
“West African Peanut soup”

7) I would like to see more                     in the neighborhood 
newsletters.

“I really think that we need to address the escalating crime rate.
“Maybe a good neighbor acknowledgement.... a “helping 
hand” neighbor shout out.... a what have you done to help 
your community suggestions...”

“I haven’t gotten a newsletter in quite awhile sadly so just 
getting one is a start. Beyond that? Kale salad recipes.”

“Spotlights of neighbors”
“Crossword puzzles”
“Physical paper. I need paper. I’m getting so many notices 
over the internet that things get lost and ignored.”

“History about local properties; volunteer opportunities (we 
need to plant LOTS OF TREES!!!)

“Features on local businesses and residents who offer services”
“Pet photos”

fill in the blank

fill in the blank
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Just a word from the Membership Committee

With so much that is going on it is hard to know where to begin. 
Considering everything that is happening in our city it is even 
more important to connect with our neighbors, to forge bonds 
with strangers and to stand with our city to be the best Louis-
ville we can. Strong neighborhoods are made, they don’t just 
happen! 

We had high hopes for growing our Crescent Hill Community 
Council membership this year but 2020 had other plans. We 
look forward to next year, but in the meantime, we encourage 
you join The Crescent Hill Community Council online, reach 
out to your neighbors, and keep a positive attitude! Hopefully, 
we will be able to get together for our Fall and Winter events!

With the Covid-19 restrictions on gatherings, our meetings have 
been held via Zoom. If you have ideas on how we can connect 
with each other, please let us know! You can send your ideas to 
me, at Saragalvin@icloud.com 

Stay safe, stay happy and stay in touch!

By Sara Galvin, Membership Committee Member Crescent Hill Community Council

Crescent Hill Community Council Membership
1 year $20 | 5 years $75 |10 years $140

Lifetime Membership $250

Your membership makes a difference!

Get to know your neighbors

Opportunities to get involved

Grow your community

Have your voice heard in the neighborhood and city:
Development, Traffic, Beautification, & More...

CRESCENT HILLCRESCENT HILL 
YOU AREYOU ARE 

Address:

Email:

Referred by:

Extra donation: Check #:

Or Mail form below and check:
Crescent Hill Community Council

c/o Membership
301 South Peterson Ave

Louisville, KY 40206

Join online:
www.crescenthill.us

Name:

Zip code: Phone:

LISA TYLER,  REALTOR®

502.727.6893
ltyler@kyselectproperties.com

*Information is deemed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed. Source: MLS and FBS

These are challenging times, to be sure, but at 
Kentucky Select we are doing all that we can to take 
care of our clients as we practice socially-distanced 
and safer home selling. Want to know more about 

current market conditions, comparable sales in your 
area and things you can do to improve your position 

as a seller or buyer? Let’s talk!

Safely Buy + Sell a Home

P E N D I N GS O L D

mailto:Saragalvin@icloud.com
http://www.crescenthill.us/join-us
https://www.kyselectproperties.com
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Fourth of July Festival Cancelled

Hello neighbors, in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 4th of July Committee has made the difficult decision to 
cancel the 2020 festival. Our festival, the longest running 4th of 
July celebration in Metro Louisville, would have celebrated its 
37th consecutive year. We are of course disappointed, but are 
confident this was the best choice. 

While the health and safety of our neighbors was certainly the 
primary consideration, unfortunately, uncertain finances were a 
big concern as well. Even if we thought things might be getting 
more “back to normal” by the 4th of July, the amount of ad-
vanced planning and financial layout was just too much for our 
all-volunteer event to support. We rely heavily on sponsors and, 
given the uncertain environment, the prospect of  breaking even 
on the event was unlikely.  Even with  ideal circumstances, we 

still have to contend with Mother Nature and that can also make 
or break our budget in any given year. 

On a more positive note, we have already started planning for 
our 2021 event. It will be held on Saturday, July 3rd and Sun-
day, July 4th.  We look forward to seeing you there.  If you’re 
interested in getting involved, please reach out to me at cynthi-
athomas01@gmail.com.  Take care and stay safe!

By Cynthia Thomas, Fourth of July Festival Chairperson

Call Michaelle  
Warner  

502-419-6159 
 

Vice President Frank-
fort Avenue Business  
Association (FABA) 

 

Frankfort Avenue 
Easter Parade  

Creator 
 

Licensed Real  
Estate Broker 1997, 

Licensed Realtor, 1989 

1730 Historic Frankfort Avenue 
502-896-4262 

   
 

 

COMMERCIAL! 

1641 Mellwood Avenue, Great live/work op-
portunity in Butchertown on edge of Clifton. 
Next to Mint Julep Tours, across the street 

from Apocalypse Brewery. Has been used as a 
radio station, retail and investment property. 

Updates include most electrical outlets rewired/
replaced. New lighting fixtures in most rooms. 
Whole house humidifier added to furnace in 
2018. Hardwired Ring doorbell and remote 
locks on front and rear doors. New interior 

doors throughout. New carpet 2017-18. Would 
make a great recording studio Zoned CM, M2, 

Asking $210,000 

 

Keep your eyes peeled 
for the new  

Banners going up on 
the street ! 

Welcome to a unique Crescent Hill 
Bungalow located just a short walk 
from historic and colorful Frankfort 
Avenue, this home will exceed your 

expectations. The main home has 3 bed-
rooms (1 currently used as a master 

closet) and 2 full baths. Cozy floor plan 
and special design touches make this 

home an easy place to live. Home has a 
large family room addition with heated 
floor, option of first floor or basement 

laundry. Carriage house is great for 
guests, teenagers or aging parents. Car-
riage house is being sold furnished for 
your convenience. Garage is a mechan-

ics dream with finished storage area. 
The rear yard is a urban oasis with 2 

porches and koi pond. Asking $619,000 

mailto:cynthiathomas01@gmail.com
mailto:cynthiathomas01@gmail.com
http://www.waltonjonesrealtors.com
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The annual Peterson-Dumesnil House Auction and Raffle will 
take place “virtually” since Covid has forced us to cancel the 
Crescent Hill 4th July Festival. Take a chance on “Split-the-
Pot”, bourbon, wine, dine arounds, family fun and more or bid 
on a great gift basket. You will already be a winner because 
you will be helping to support the maintenance of our 150-year 
old neighborhood treasure, the Peterson-Dumesnil House! 

Go to: https://event.gives/pdh2020, or text ‘pdh2020’ to 843-
606-5995. You might win a great item or capture a bargain and 
help support the House. Auction & Raffle closes July 4 at 6 
pm. Winners announced on Facebook Live event on July 4 at 
7 pm.

Take a Chance on the Peterson-Dumesnil 
House!

African Americans in Crescent Hill: An 
Under-Appreciated History

As a white resident of Crescent Hill, watching televised scenes 
of demonstrators demanding equal justice for African Ameri-
cans in Louisville, I have been thinking about the experience of 
African Americans in our neighborhood.

I knew that there were several sub-neighborhoods adjacent to 
Crescent Hill where African Americans have historically lived, 
marked today by the continuing witness of African American 
congregations: Mount Nebo Baptist Church in Clifton Heights 
and Beargrass Baptist Church in Clifton.

I also knew that several of the earliest Crescent Hill residents 
used enslaved African Americans to work their farms, tend live-
stock and vehicles, do laundry, cook meals and raise their chil-
dren. In the days after emancipation, many of these individuals 
made the transition to house servants, chauffeurs, cooks, and 

By Barry Creech

childcare workers, often living in servants’ quarters or carriage 
houses where slaves had lived before.

My interest, however, was in home ownership. I grew up in 
Shively. Today, Shively reveres its first African American 

continued page 7

Photo: Ryland Barton, WFPL

https://event.gives/pdh2020
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homeowner with a historical marker. When that courageous 
family moved in, they were greeted with rocks thrown through 
windows, gunshots, burning crosses, and ultimately explosive 
devices under the house. The white man who sold the house to 
the family was charged with sedition and sentenced to fifteen 
years in prison. He served seven months before being released 
on bail to appeal the conviction, which was ultimately over-
turned. 

So, given that this history in Shively is so well preserved, I 
wondered about Crescent Hill. Do we remember who the first 
African American homeowner was? What was their experience 
like? The answer has proven elusive.

THE SUPREME COURT WEIGHS IN
The first African American homeowner could almost certain-
ly not have pre-dated 1917. It was then that the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision on Buchanan v. Worley struck down ordinanc-
es that denied housing to minority groups in (then) white-zoned 
areas. Despite the landmark case, however, not much changed in 
Crescent Hill: most often, restrictive deeds and covenants were 
put in place that had the same effect. Joshua Poe’s research on 
Louisville’s 1937 redlining reports showed five Crescent Hill 
districts: north of Frankfort Avenue, south of Frankfort Avenue, 
the Frankfort Avenue corridor, Eastleigh, and Lexington Road. 
The results were similar for each district: zero foreign born res-
idents, zero “Negroes” and “no risk of infiltration.”

Similarly, the first African American homeowner was like-
ly only after 1948, the year of another landmark US Supreme 
Court decision in Shelley v. Kraemer. This decision made ra-
cially restrictive housing covenants illegal. However, in the 
Courier Journal, next to the article with news of the Supreme 
Court decision, another article suggested that nothing would re-
ally change. The article quoted Paul Semonin, Jr., at the time the 
president of the Louisville Real Estate Board as saying that he 
expected “no mass movement” to result from the ruling. “The 
average Negro would be unwilling to go where he is not want-
ed,” Semonin posited.

On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court, in Brown v. Board of Ed-
ucation, ruled that school systems could no longer offer “sep-
arate but equal” education to blacks and whites. Separate was 
never equal. Only one week later, as above, Shively’s first Afri-
can American homeowner moved in. In Crescent Hill, the city 
of Louisville had appropriated funds for a new swimming pool, 
replacing the old Water Company pool. The newspaper article 
describing the allocation of funds also noted that the Crescent 
Hill pool was for whites only. Louisville’s swimming pools 
were integrated without notice late the next year, in an effort to 

African Americans in Crescent Hill continued from page 6

reduce the number of anticipated protests. On opening day in 
1956, the Crescent Hill pool reported 1,450 swimmers, fifteen 
of whom were African American, likely from the adjacent Afri-
can American sub-neighborhoods.

In 1964, Louisville’s Human Relations Commission’s religious 
groups planned meetings in east end neighborhoods “to bring 
about a community feeling that will lead to Negroes being wel-
comed.”

In 1966, there was public discussion about using vacant land in 
the Newburg area to create an industrial park. This raised seri-
ous concerns from neighbors in the nearby African American 
communities, one of whom explained that “Because it is one of 
the few areas in Louisville where Negroes can buy homes, the 
Petersburg area south of West Buechel should be reserved for 
residential use.” Therefore, it seems unlikely that African Amer-
icans felt welcome to purchase a home in Crescent Hill before 
that time, even if it were unconstitutional to prohibit same.

“WE ARE MORE ALIKE THAN DIFFERENT.”
In 1968, the Courier Journal reported on two Sunday sermons 
following the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. One of 
those sermons was preached at Crescent Hill Baptist Church 
by John Claypool. The paper said that Claypool noted the “dis-
tance” between the races: “The traffic pattern of the average 
[white] middle class person never brings him in contact with 
poor people and Negroes. This distance results in heightened 

continued page 8
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African Americans in Crescent Hill continued from page 7

fears and distorted stereotypes.” He continued, “I found in 
person-to-person contact that this problem is not nearly as 
bad as it seems from a distance. We are more alike than 
different.” However, neither the church nor the neigh-
borhood changed. 

On April 3, 1974, the legendary tornado tore a path 
from Cherokee Park to Pennsylvania Avenue and 
beyond. In its aftermath, many Crescent 
Hill residents became concerned that the 
neighborhood would be rebuilt in ways 
that would sustain its historic character. 
Also, that same year a different whirlwind 
blew through the neighborhood: twenty 
years after the Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion decision, a federal judge ordered Lou-
isville’s schools to desegregate, finding that 
Louisville segregated neighborhoods had 
led to segregated and unequal education for 
its students. 

CRESCENT HILL REACTS TO BUSING 
AND CHANGING DEMOGRAPHICS
The next year, to address these inequities a 
system of county-wide busing sought to re-
distribute students throughout the city. Many 
Crescent Hill residents were concerned about 
the loss of the neighborhood schools, as much of Crescent 
Hill’s community spirit had been built through residents hav-
ing common experiences, such as attending the same schools.

Some Crescent Hill residents sought to find an alternative to 
busing by changing the demographic makeup of the neigh-
borhood. Through a federally funded, city-administered 
“Neighborhood Incentive Program,” neighborhoods could 
receive $10,000 grants for projects that would improve the 
neighborhood. The Crescent Hill Community Council held a 
brainstorming session where multiple ideas were discussed. 
A week later, on December 11, several of those ideas had 
been developed into formal proposals for consideration by the 
Council, including one which, according to the Courier-Jour-
nal, would have created “a realty service to attract black fam-
ilies to Crescent Hill.” The funds would also have paid for 
“limited subsidization of some home purchases, a survey of 
the area’s racial attitudes and a campaign to acquaint residents 
with the integration program.” The project goal was to raise 
African American residency rates in the neighborhood to ten 
to fifteen percent, up from three percent, and thereby eliminate 
the need for busing in Crescent Hill. The proposal stated, “The 
community at large will benefit from the creation of a more 

heterogenous neighborhood, and families involved in busing 
will benefit more directly if racial balance can be achieved.”

After a brief debate, the Council rejected the proposal by a vote 
of eight to seven, as well as all other pro-
posals. The Courier Journal described the 
Council’s sense that there was not suffi-
cient time to develop any proposal, since 
the applications were due by January 1st.

A week later, the Courier Journal editorial 
board castigated the Council for its actions. 
They cited the largest obstacle to residen-
tial desegregation as financial: “many black 
families do not have enough income to af-
ford housing in predominantly white mid-
dle-class neighborhoods.” But they also not-
ed the psychological barriers: “Some middle 
income black families fear hostility, even 
violence, if they were to move into white 
neighborhoods.” They acknowledged that the 
deadlines were tight for the grant application 
but found the goals of the project to be worth-
while. They concluded, “One hopes the Cres-
cent Hill group, and others in the community, 
will start planning now to let black families 

know they are welcome and to reduce as much as 
possible the inconvenience of busing.”

TODAY
That was 1975. Forty-three years later, in 2018, the website 
StatisticalAtlas.com reported that Crescent Hill’s demograph-
ic make-up was: 

• White 83.6%
• Hispanic 2.2%
• Black 7.1%
• Asian 4.3%
• Mixed 2.8%
• Other 0.0%

My guess is that the first African American homeowner in Cres-
cent Hill moved in sometime during the 1970s. It is not clear 
from the 3 percent figure of 1975 whether those individuals 
were homeowners, or even whether they were African Ameri-
cans, as some may have been African students at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Someone, however, had to be the 
first one. If it is you, or you know who it was, the story is worth 
telling. If we do not know how our history, we cannot change it. 

And…change is possible. Projections for 2020 show that today 
Shively leads Kentucky as the city with the highest percentage 
of African American residents (51.8%).

http://StatisticalAtlas.com
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Here are some monthly gardening tips to help you keep your 
yard and garden pest free and colorful all summer long.

JUNE
Flower Garden

• Fertilize your roses, annuals and perennials regularly.
• Water beds deeply but infrequently. Containers may need 

water daily.
• Deadhead spent blossoms from flowers, including bulbs.
• Pinch back mums and asters to reduce size and prevent 

early blooming.
• Plant tender summer bulbs such as dahlias and tuberous 

begonias.
• Watch for snails and slug damage. Set beer traps or place 

sharp grit around the base of plants.
• Stake tall flowers to prevent damage from thunderstorms.

Lawn & Landscape
• Control white grub in turf.
• Fungi in your hardwood mulch? Remember they are just 

doing their job – improving your soil.
• Raise your mower height to 2 1/2”-3”.
• Check for bagworms on spruces and junipers. Spray with 

Bt when they are 1/2-3/4”.
• Replace sugar solution in hummingbird feeder every other 

day to prevent spoilage which is toxic.
Vegetables & Fruit

• Water berries deeply during fruit development.
• Use bird netting to protect fruit.
• The soil is warm enough to plant out sweet potato slips.
• Pinch back herbs to prevent them from blooming.
• Plant sweet corn, late potatoes, summer squash, bush beans, 

parsnips and cucumbers.
• Side-dress fertilize already established plants – beans, 

cucumbers, cantaloupe, corn, eggplant, peppers and 
tomatoes. If using 10-10-10 fertilizer, 1 cup per 10-foot row.

• Plant pumpkins around June 15.
• Begin a fungicide program for tomatoes. Mancozeb, 

Maneb, Daconil and copper-based fungicide give protection 
if started now.

Summer Gardening Tips
By: The Crescent Hill Garden Club

JULY
Flower Garden

• Continue fertilizing roses until August.
• Pinch side shoots off dahlia shoots to increase bloom size.
• While dividing and transplanting iris, look for iris bore.
• Continue pinching back mums.
• Fertilize containers regularly. May need to water twice per day.
• Water beds in the morning to prevent disease.
• Continue to deadhead annuals to lengthen bloom time.

Lawn & Landscape
• Water trees, shrubs and lawn infrequently but deeply, giving 

special attention to newly planted ones.
• Sharpen mower blades.
• Maintain mower height at 2 1/2”-3”.
• Keep your birdbath filled and cleaned.
• Keep hummingbird feeders full as there are a lot of mouths 

to feed now.
Vegetables & Fruit

• At the beginning of July, plant more sweet corn, bush 
beans, beets, Swiss chard, melons, okra, potatoes, field peas 
and summer squash.

• Start seeds for fall garden – broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
cauliflower and cabbage.

• Fertilize strawberries.
• If you haven’t done it yet, make pesto!

continued page 10

  

JJeerrrryy  LL..  TThhoommaass,,  GGRRII  
BBrrookkeerr  AAssssoocciiaattee  

550022--554411--88999944  
Jerry@CGR-KY.com 

MMaarrkk  GG..  GGaaffff  
RReeaallttoorr  AAssssoocciiaattee  

550022--447722--77448844  
Mark@CGR-KY.com 

 

TThhoommaass//GGaaffff  TTeeaamm    

https://cgr-ky.com
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The coronavirus pandemic has affected all 
of us - and Metro Government is no excep-
tion. Kyle and I worked from home most of 
the time since the middle of March but we’ve 

continued to be very busy, answering calls and responding to 
emails. 

Metro Council’s Budget Committee, which I chair, has held virtu-
al meetings. We’re reviewing what’s been described as a “contin-
uation” budget, because none of us knows how much revenue we 
will have to work with next year. 

We know local tax revenue will be a lot less than we need to main-
tain the level of services you expect. Louisville’s biggest source of 
revenue is employee withholdings - and they don’t come in when 
people are unemployed, as many have been while the economy 
shut down to deal with the pandemic. Net profits from local busi-
nesses are also likely to be significantly lower than what we need.

Hard decisions about what services we can continue to provide 
will need to be made in the next few weeks. 

A lot of those answers will come from Washington. As I write this 
in mid-May, federal funds appropriated to Louisville can only be 
used for coronavirus-related expenses. While that’s helpful, rev-
enue is a much bigger issue than expenses. Current federal law 
prohibits us from using appropriated funds to replace lost revenue.  

I hope that changes. It just makes sense for Congress to pass leg-
islation protecting the paychecks of the local government workers 
who police streets, fight fires, look after the public health, pick up 
trash, fill potholes and everything else, just as it has passed pay-
check protections for many private sector workers and businesses.  

Please contact your federal representatives by email at these links 
or telephone, and tell them that Louisville and other cities need 
help now:

Senator Mitch McConnell 
(502) 582-6304
mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=ContactForm

Senator Rand Paul 
(202) 224-4343
paul.senate.gov/connect/email-rand

Congressman John Yarmuth
(502) 582-5129
yarmuth.house.gov/contact-john2

Louisville Needs Help
by Councilman Bill Hollander

AUGUST
Flower Garden

• Continue watering deeply but infrequently.
• Cut back and fertilize annuals to encourage rebloom. This 

works for some perennials too!
• Start collecting seed and taking cuttings of favorite plants.
• Watch your use of pesticides and fungicides. Hot, humid 

weather can cause leaf scorch.
Lawn & Landscape

• Raise your mower blade height by an inch to prevent scorching.
• If you are planning on replacing your lawn this fall, now is 

a good time to start killing it off.
• Keep watering.
• Be on the lookout for fall webworm and sawflies. Contact 

the Jefferson County Cooperative for advice on insect and 
disease concerns.

Vegetables & Fruit
• High daytime temperatures may prevent veggie flowers from 

developing. They will continue once temperatures drop.
• Transplant broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower by August 15.
• Plant seeds of edible prodded peas, bush beans, radishes, 

beets, spinach turnips, lettuce and greens.
• Divide rhubarb plants if not done in spring.

Summer Gardening Tips continued from page 9

Don ' t  sweat  

the  smal l  s tu f f .  

That 's  our  j ob .

Ben  Tyler's  

Handyman  Plus!

502-583-4626

info@bentyler.com

 

Trusted,  skilled,  

superior  service

http://mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=ContactForm
http://paul.senate.gov/connect/email-rand
http://yarmuth.house.gov/contact-john2
http://www.bentyler.com
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Call For Articles

Have an idea for an interesting article about our neighbor-
hood? Let’s talk! Articles for the fall electronic issue are due 
August 15. Shoot us a line at tmayer27@gmail.com.

For more information about the Crescent Hill Community 
Council, visit crescenthill.us.

Follow us on Social Media

Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil

Follow us on Instagram at
@crescenthillcommunitycouncil

Located in the heart of Crescent Hill • 301 S Peterson Ave • 502.895.7975 
www.petersondumesnil.org

Let us light up your event!

As you may be aware, the Peterson-Dumesnil House turned 150 
years old in 2019. To celebrate, the board of the Peterson-Du-
mesnil House Foundation (PDHF) announced their first ever ma-
jor capital campaign, called the PDH-150. The campaign seeks to 
raise $325,000 to make immediate and necessary upgrades and 
improvements to the house and grounds. These improvements will 
include upgrading both bathrooms upstairs to better accommodate 
bride and groom make-up and dressing areas. Also included is 
much needed repairs on the eaves and gutters on both the porch 
and upper areas of the house. The campaign also includes a com-
plete redesign and expansion of the rose garden area outside, a 
popular spot for wedding ceremonies. Other improvements will 
include updating electrical, plumbing, HVAC systems, and cater-
ing kitchen upgrades. 

The PDH-150 was well over two thirds of the way to their goal 
when Covid-related issues slowed down the fundraising efforts. 
One of the efforts slowed was the very generous Ted Nixon Busi-
ness Challenge Grant, through which qualifying business donations 
would be matched fifty cents on the dollar, up to a maximum of 
$20,000. A minimum business contribution of $1,000 would be el-
igible for the matching funds grant. In addition, the $1,000 pledge 
may be paid over a period of four years, of just $250 per year. 

We are sensitive to the many challenges businesses now face in 
this new post-virus economy. We remain hopeful and confident 
that our Crescent Hill business community and extended business 
neighbors and friends will successfully manage through this crisis. 
It is also our belief that there are still businesses out there who rec-
ognize the important role the PD House plays in this community. 
We will get through this—together. 

If you are able to help support the PDH-150 Campaign, whether 
through an individual gift, or through a business gift or pledge, 
please visit our website at petersondumesnil.org and click on the 
home page banner for the PDH-150 Campaign. Any dollar amount 
contribution, no matter the size, is greatly appreciated. Let’s ensure 
the PD House will be around for many more generations to come!

PDH-150: Two Thirds of the Way There! 

Louisville’s Independent Since 1978
1295 Bardstown Rd.

502-456-6950
1313 Bardstown Rd.

502-709-4900
2720 Frankfort Ave.

502-896-6950

www.carmichaelsbookstore.com
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