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Hello neighbors, and wel-
come to the newsletter! 
This is an exciting mo-
ment and issue as we an-
nounce the 2022 Spirit of 
Crescent Hill award win-
ners. These folks demon-

strate for us day in and day out what it means 
to be a good neighbor; we thank them, and 
we celebrate them. You can find more on the 
honorees elsewhere in this issue.

We are also preparing to celebrate the reopen-
ing of Frankfort Avenue after a challenging 
year of road closures. As we head into the 
home stretch, I remind myself that, difficult 
though this has been for the many neighbors 
and businesses affected, it is a modest price 
to pay to continue to enjoy some of the finest 
drinking water in the nation.

Finally, I’m happy to share that the joint 
Clifton-Crescent Hill Area Plan process is 
underway. While there is an advisory group 
participating in this process, the input that 
we’re really after is from you! I hope you’ll 

Come join the fun! 
Here is our current schedule of events. Be 
sure to check out the website for important 
updates/modifications, as plans are subject 
to change!

October 6 CHCC Board Meeting, 
7:00pm 

October 20 Chili Night Out 
November 3 CHCC Annual Community 

Meeting 
December 8 Holiday Open House

The President’s Article
by Mike Brooks
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visit cliftoncrescenthillplan.com to learn 
more about the process and share your own 
ideas for how our two neighborhoods and the 
economic corridors we share can grow and 
thrive.

As always, thanks to our communica-
tions team and contributors for bringing us 
another great issue of the newsletter. Enjoy, 
and be good to one another.

Crescent Hill Community 
Council 2022 
Calendar of Events 

http://cliftoncrescenthillplan.com
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Founded in 1998 by Crescent Hill resident and former Crescent 
Hill Community Council president, Richard Jett, the Spirit of 
Crescent Hill Award was created to honor outstanding acts of 
community spirit in the neighborhood. Crescent Hill is blessed 
to have many wonderful people who love her and are willing to 
selflessly give their time and talents to make her one of the best 
places to live in the city. Businesses and institutions as well as 
individuals have been recipients of the Spirit of Crescent Hill 
Award. Those honored may be long-time members of Crescent 
Hill, or a newcomer who has stepped up and gone to work mak-
ing Crescent Hill the special place it is. 

Among this year’s four recipients are a newcomer (sorta) and an 
old-timer, the oldest established church in Crescent Hill.  

Kate Melican, a third generation Spirit of Crescent Hill Award 
recipient following her grandfather, Gene Heustis in ‘99, and her 
father, Pete Melican in ‘04, grew up in the neighborhood and be-
came active in the community at a young age. Throughout her 
childhood, Kate participated in the annual 4th of July antique car 
parade, an event her grandfather Gene put on for over 20 years. 
She was a volunteer at the Old-Fashioned 4th of July, an event 
her father Pete organized from 2001-2004, was an actor at the Pe-
terson-Dumesnil House during their holiday home tour, and even 
showcased her very own garden during the Crescent Hill Gar-

2022 Spirit of Crescent Hill Award
by Michele Hundley

den Tour in 2005. As the daughter of Pete Melican, former pres-
ident of the Peterson-Dumesnil House Foundation, Kate spent 
many an afternoon and evening helping board members at their 
various events. Today Kate is a Digital Marketing Specialist at 
Brown-Forman Corporation. She brings her business knowledge 
and skillset to the Frankfort Avenue Business Association, which 
was founded by her grandfather Gene, where she is a board mem-
ber and chair of the marketing committee.

Our oldest recipient is Crescent Hill United Methodist Church 
(CHUMC), located on South Peterson. The church first opened 
on Vernon Ave. in 1887, and in 1891, the members erected a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Kate Melican Debbie Richter (formerly Keller)

Crescent Hill United Methodist ChurchRed Hog

https://www.modfamdental.com
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of creating and selling gourmet des-
serts and wedding cakes. The rest, 
as they say, is history.

Last but not least, is Red Hog.  
Owned and operated by Kit Garrett 
of Blue Dog Bakery & Cafe, Red 
Hog focuses on animals from our 
immediate region, and operates as 
both a retail space and casual restau-
rant. Everything from butchery, 
sausage making, and charcuterie, to 
making stocks and soups, is done in 
house. Kit turned an eyesore corner 
into a jewel on Frankfort Ave.

Congratulations to this year’s most deserving recipients of the 
Spirit of Crescent Hill Award. 

Louisville’s Independent Since 1978
1295 Bardstown Rd.

502-456-6950
1313 Bardstown Rd.

502-709-4900
2720 Frankfort Ave.

502-896-6950

www.carmichaelsbookstore.com

building on Raymond Avenue (now South Ewing). The land for 
their present location was purchased in 1922 and the church held 
its first service there on Easter Sunday, 1927. CHUMC provides 
outreach through its “Praise Pantry,” offering weekly groceries 
including meats, fruits, and vegetables, in the 40206 zip code and 
beyond. From June through late summer, “Crescent Hill Farmer’s 
Market” takes place in the parking lot of CHUMC, and weekly 
visitors come to support area farmers.  CHUM, as its members 
affectionately call it, has been a good neighbor for over 100 years 
and continues to be a beacon within the community it serves.

Our third recipient, Debbie Richter (formerly Keller), served as a 
Peterson-Dumesnil House (PDH) manager while launching her 
neighborhood institution, dessert bakery and restaurant Sweet 
Surrender. She managed the house bookings while running her 
business, even baking Mayor Jerry Abramson’s wedding cake 
in the house kitchen! Debbie shared that she credits her time at 
the PDH as instrumental in helping her achieve her life’s goal 

Kate Melican 
volunteering at PDH

SPIRIT OF CRESCENT HILL CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Located in the heart of Crescent Hill • 301 S Peterson Ave • 502.895.7975 
www.petersondumesnil.org

Let us light up your event!

https://www.carmichaelsbookstore.com
http://www.petersondumesnil.org
http://www.bentyler.com
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  From the Office of Councilman Bill Hollander 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars and check out my updated BLOG for a full listing of 9th District events at  
https://district9news.wordpress.com.  
 

• Monday, September 5: Labor Day Holiday - Metro offices closed. Collection of trash, recycling and yard 
waste delayed by one day in the Urban Services District. 

 

• Saturday, September 24: Pop-Up Drop-Off Waste Disposal event from 10:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. at Sun 
Valley Park & Ashby Lane Baptist Church, 10401 Lower River Road/6617 Ashby Lane. For more 
information on what will be accepted, please visit louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/pop-drop-waste-
disposal-events. Future Pop-Up events on Saturday, October 29 at Metro Fleet, 3515 Newburg Road and 
Saturday, November 19 at Fern Creek Elementary/High School, 8815 Ferndale Road.  

 

• Friday, October 14 - Sunday, October 16: Large item setout weekend for District 9 USD residents. For 
more information on what is accepted, visit www.louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/services/junk-and
-bulk-trash-disposal. 

 

• Saturday, October 22: D9 Annual Fall Cleanup from 9:00 am - Noon. Volunteers will meet in the public 
parking lot at Frankfort and Keats Avenues to clean and beautify D9. T-shirts, gloves, bags and tools will be 
available on a first-come, first-served basis.  

 

• Saturday, October 22: Halloween in Brown Park from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 

• Monday, October 31: Happy Halloween - please be safe! 
 

• Thursday, November 24 & Friday, November 25:  Metro Offices are closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
No waste collection in the USD on Thursday, yard waste will be collected on Saturday. 

 

• Tuesday, November 29: D9 Community Conversation at 6:30 p.m. at Whitehall House & Gardens, 3110 
Lexington Road. This meeting will also be streamed on Councilman Hollander’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/CouncilmanBillHollander.  

Below please see some important Metro Government dates and contact list for Louisville Metro. For 
more details on any of the events, please read the District 9 eNews. To sign up for our District 9 
eNews, please visit www.louisvilleky.gov/District9. 

For more information please call 574.1109 or visit www.louisvilleky.gov/district9 
Councilman Bill Hollander 

Louisville Metro Council - District 9 

As a follow-up to my last newsletter 
article, the area planning process for 
the Clifton and Crescent Hill neigh-
borhoods has begun. The Advisory 
Group, which consists of residents 
and businesses, held their first meet-
ing at the end of June. The consultant 
firm, Taylor Siefker Williams, pro-
vided an explanation of project roles 

DISTRICT 9 CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Get Involved in the Clifton and Crescent Hill Area Neighborhood Plan  
by Councilman Bill Hollander

and an overview of background information on both neighbor-
hoods, and led an exercise to discuss neighborhood strengths 
and opportunities.

Neighborhood and area plans work to create a shared vision for 
a neighborhood; develop a plan to guide sustainable growth and 
development in the area; establish priorities, shared values, and 
goals; and, finally, provide a recommendation on specific steps 
towards implementation. 

A neighborhood and area plan does not enact regulations, 
change zoning or form districts, implement recommendations, 
or secure funding for projects.

A website has been created on the plan, cliftoncrescenthillplan.
com, and includes meeting notes, interactive maps, surveys for 
both Clifton and Crescent Hill, and much more. 

http://cliftoncrescenthillplan.com
http://cliftoncrescenthillplan.com
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/pop-drop-waste-disposal-events
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/pop-drop-waste-disposal-events
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/services/junk-and-bulk-trash-disposal
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/services/junk-and-bulk-trash-disposal
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DISTRICT 9 CONTINUED ON PAGE 4Crescent Hill Community Council

Crescent Hill Community Council Membership
1 year $20 | 5 years $100 |10 years $190

Lifetime Membership $335

Your membership makes a difference!

Get to know your neighbors

Opportunities to get involved

Grow your community

Have your voice heard in the neighborhood and city:
Development, Traffic, Beautification, & More...

CRESCENT HILLCRESCENT HILL 
YOU AREYOU ARE 

Address:

Email:

Referred by:

Extra donation: Check #:

Or Mail form below and check:
Crescent Hill Community Council

c/o Membership
301 South Peterson Ave

Louisville, KY 40206

Join online:
www.crescenthill.us

Name:

Zip code: Phone:

Hi neighbors. I hope this newsletter finds you and your family 
well. I’m happy to report that we now have 201 members in 
the Crescent Hill Community Council. While we certainly have 
room for growth, we are grateful for everyone who continues to 
support us through your membership. 

Joining is simple (and doesn’t obligate you to do anything), so 
please consider becoming a member.  The annual dues are only 
$20. Just go to crescenthill.us/join-us.  Not sure if you’re a 
member or current on your dues?  We do send out reminder 
emails, but from our own experience, we know those some-
times get overlooked. Please feel free to reach out to me at 
cynthaithomas01@gmail.com and I’ll be happy to check your 
membership status for you. Thanks!

If you’d like to become a sponsor or would like more information, 
go to crescenthill.us and click on “Join Us” and then “Sponsorship.”

Become a Member of the 
Crescent Hill Community Council
From the Membership Committee

Please visit the site and fill out one or both surveys. Also, please 
share this information with your neighbors who live or work in ei-
ther Clifton or Crescent Hill. Future public meeting opportunities 
will be shared on the above website and through the District 9 news-
letter. Visit louisvilleky.gov/district9 to subscribe to the newsletter.

The neighborhood/area planning process generally takes 9-12 
months, which means that the Clifton/Crescent Hill Area Plan 
will be developed through the end of 2022. There will be many 
opportunities to share your ideas and community expertise 
throughout the process, including both in-person and virtual 
options. For more information, or to stay up to date with the 
planning process, please visit cliftoncrescenthillplan.com. 

http://crescenthill.us/join-us
mailto:cynthaithomas01%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:http://chcc.wildapricot.org/page-18176?subject=
http://louisvilleky.gov/district9
http://cliftoncrescenthillplan.com
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See you again next year on Tuesday, July 4th 
As an organization, this is our biggest event of the year, and we 
were so happy we were able to put it on again after a 2-year hiatus. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed their time, talents and money 
to make our event a success!  How do I define success? Well, lots 
of people from our neighborhood and other parts of the city came 
and had a good time- whether they were there to eat, listen to some 
great music, enjoy the art fair, the pet and cake contests, the free 
events in the children’s fun zone, or the amazing firework show. 

We had some new faces this year and are grateful for these friends 
and neighbors who agreed to lead some of our committees. We 
had new committee leadership for the Art Fair, the food vendors, 
the pet contest and our information booth. These new leaders all 
did an excellent job and survived. Some have even agreed to do it 
all again next year!

We have already had a couple of follow-up meetings to discuss 
our successes and opportunities. Over the winter, we’ll get our 
festival manual updated and host a clean-up event for the Peter-
son-Dumesnil house basement- where we store all our 4th of July 
related “stuff.” We are already planning for our 2023 festival and 
are always happy to welcome new volunteers. If you are inter-
ested in getting involved, please reach out to Cynthia Thomas at 
chcc4thofjuly@gmail.com.

We still have a few items left over from the 4th of July!
Found Items:

• Kindle
• Earring
• Single car key
• Car keys with a Kroger and CVS tag

To claim any of these items, please send Sara Galvin an email at 
Saragalvin@icloud.com.

2022 Crescent Hill 4th of July 
Festival Recap
by Cynthia Thomas, Chair

4th of July Lost and Found

• Sunglasses (3 pairs)
• Baby blanket with dragons 
• Sponge holder

John Nation Photography

John Nation Photography

mailto:chcc4thofjuly%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Saragalvin%40icloud.com?subject=
http://johnnationphotography.com
http://johnnationphotography.com
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John Nation Photography

http://johnnationphotography.com
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After two years to practice and hone their skills, home bakers 
impressed us all at the Crescent Hill 4th of July Festival cake 
contest. The contest filled the porch of the Peterson-Dumesnil 
House.

The four judges were eager to return to taste and judge nine 
cakes. The judges’ panel included Robin Garr, a nationally rec-
ognized food critic/writer, Madeleine Dee, a classically trained 
chef, actress and writer (including cookbooks), Chef Caity Di-
Fabio, Executive Chef at DiFabio’s Casapela on Frankfort Ave-
nue, and Joshua Moore, Executive Chef and Managing Partner 
at Volare Ristorante on Frankfort Avenue.  

The contest-winning home baker was Donna Sharpe. Her 
four-layer Chocolate Hazelnut Espresso Cake was not only 
beautiful, but delicious. Try your hand at the winning recipe!

Crescent Hill 4th of July Cake 
Contest Winner
by Shannon Endres

Chocolate Hazelnut Espresso Cake
1/2 cup unsalted butter (room temp.) 1 tsp vanilla 1 tsp salt
11/3 cup sugar 2/3 cup sour cream 1 cup boiling water
1/3 cup cocoa 2 cup cake flour Espresso Liquor
2 eggs 2 tsp baking soda 

Cream butter, sugar, and cocoa for 3 minutes. Add eggs, beat until smooth and creamy. 
Add sour cream and mix until smooth. Sift together flour, baking soda, and salt. Add 
flour mixture and mix until blended.

Slowly add boiling water and beat until smooth. Add vanilla. Grease two 9 in pans 
and pour mixture evenly between them. Bake in preheated 350° oven for 25-30 minutes. 
After cake has cooled, cut into 2 layers. Brush cake with espresso liquor prior to 
applying buttercream.

Hazelnut Buttercream
5 eggs yolks 11/2 cup water 1 tsp salt
11/2 cup plus 11/2 tbs. sugar 2/3 cup sour cream 1 cup boiling water
21/4 cup unsalted butter (cut into tbs. size pieces at room temperature)
1/3 cup hazelnut paste or hazelnut praline (Donna uses local Wells Made Co. Roasted 
Hazelnut Espresso)

Beat yolks until pale yellow and slowly dissolving ribbons form when beaters are 
lifted (5 minutes).

Meanwhile, stir sugar and water in medium saucepan over low heat until sugar 
dissolves. Increase heat and boil without stirring until candy thermometer set in 
syrup registers 234-240 degrees (soft ball stage). Beat syrup into egg yolks in slow 
steady stream. Continue beating until thick and cool (10 minutes). Gradually beat 
butter into yolk mixture 1 tbs. at a time. When butter has been beaten in, mix in 
hazelnut paste.

Cake should be refrigerated.
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Fall Fun at the Peterson-Dumesnil House

It’s been a fantastic summer in Crescent Hill, filled with many 
beautiful weddings and events at the House. Most notably, we 
saw the return of Crescent Hill 4th of July Festival when we wel-
comed thousands of neighbors to come enjoy the estate. Being a 
place where the community can gather and enjoy the property is 
a big part of why the Foundation exists. We’d like to thank every-
one who participated in the PD House annual auction and raffle, 
which was very successful in raising funds for the Foundation. 

Be watching for upcoming events at the House, including the 
return of the Concerts Under the Cupola live music series on 
September 25th featuring the North Bayly Project. These free, 
family-friendly concerts feature local bands and musicians per-
forming on the front porch, and neighbors are invited to bring a 
blanket or chair to enjoy the music. Watch our social media pages 
and website for details as they are announced. 

Back by popular demand, we are very excited to announce the re-
turn of the Bourbon Tasting on Wednesday, October 19th. Held in 
partnership with Bourbons Bistro, this fall favorite event includes 
bourbon tastings, appetizers, door prizes, and more. Tickets can 

LISA TYLER
REALTOR ®

502.727.6893 

ltyler@kyselectproperties.com

AFTER 36 YEARS IN REAL ESTATE

past clients say it best

Great communication and candid 
conversations about all of the 
potential homes we viewed. It was 
clear to us that Lisa fought for our 
interests. Thank you to Lisa for 
helping us find a house we love.”

be purchased online at petersondumesnil.org. Space is limited 
so act fast if you’re interested in attending. 

Please save the date for Thursday, September 15th when we will 
be participating in Give for Good Louisville. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity for the Foundation to receive matching funds and 
bonus money, so please consider donating on that day. 100% of 
your donation goes to maintaining the 150+ year-old House and 
grounds, including making environmentally friendly and energy 
efficient upgrades.

Speaking of upgrades, we are happy to report that the 2nd floor 
bathroom renovation is completed, and the upgraded facilities 
look fantastic. Phase 1 of the eaves restoration work, a very costly 
and tedious project, will begin in December. Stay tuned for an up-
date about the plans to expand and re-imagine the event garden.  

~ Peterson-Dumesnil House Foundation Board of Directors 

https://www.kyselectproperties.com
http://petersondumesnil.org
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C h e f  P r e p a r e d  •  G r a b  &  G o  •  G o u r m e t  F o o d 

Menu Online at EatYourBourbonMarketplace.com

Pimento Cheese Sandwich
Bourbon Smoked Pimento Cheese

Country Ham Sandwich
Broadbent Country Ham, Mayo, 
House Made Stone Ground 
Sorghum Mustard

Benedictine & Vegetable Canapé
Shaved Root Vegetables, 
Cucumber, Fresh Herbs

Marketplace BLT
Bourbon Smoked Pepper 
Bacon, Mayo, Heirloom Tomato,    
Groganica Greens

Turkey, Benedictine & Bacon 
Sandwich
Bourbon Smoked Pepper Bacon, 
Bourbon Smoked Benedictine

Scan QR code for deals

Location:
Bourbon Barrel Foods 
Eat Your Bourbon Marketplace 
2708 Frankfort Avenue
Louisville, KY 40206

Parking in the back of building

M a r k e t p l a c eM a r k e t p l a c e

Sandwich Menu:Drink Specials:
Bourbon Barrel Bloody 
Mary - Daily 
Perfect Old Fashioned   
- Daily
Champagne                       
- Saturday

$9

$5

$1

https://www.eatyourbourbonmarketplace.com
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Crescent Hill in Times Past 
“Birchwood”
by Barry Creech

This series has looked at the history of homes on what are today’s 
Kennedy Court and South Birchwood Avenue. In the most recent 
article, the home known as Willowbrook was sold to George and 
Nancy Jane Birch in 1882.

George and Nancy Jane Birch moved to Louisville in the 1850’s 
from Washington County, KY. George was originally from Gar-
rard County. The move 
included their young 
children and Nancy 
Jane’s parents. George’s 
rural experience, cou-
pled with a natural ease 
in dealing with farm-
ers, led to a career in 
the hospitality business 
for farmers traveling 
to Louisville for “court 
day” and other business. 
Hotels with livestock 
pens were more popu-
lar with these farmers, 
since they could house the animals they brought into town for 
trade or sale at the hotel while engaging in other business. Live-
stock traders then set up shop near these hotels to take advantage 
of the business opportunities.

George Birch became the proprietor of one of these hotels at Shel-
by and Main Streets, known as Shelby House. Within a few years, 
following consolidation of several local ventures, Birch became 
one of the principals at Bourbon House and Stockyards….and lat-
er the superintendent. This was a lucrative time in the stockyards 
business, as Louisville was the primary gateway to southern mar-
kets for the entire region.

By the 1880’s Birch began investing some of his wealth in real 
estate ventures. He used the land of Willowbrook (which includ-
ed land on either side of today’s South Birchwood, from Frank-
fort Avenue to across Grinstead Drive and from the alleyways 
facing South Bayly and Kennedy) to build homes for family and 
friends. He was one of the trustees for Crescent Hill when it be-
came an independent city in 1884. The trustees (including men 
with names known from today’s streets: Speed, Kennedy, Birch, 
and Franck) ran Crescent Hill as their private fiefdom. An 1890 
open letter to the voters of Crescent Hill, published in the Courier 
Journal, notes: “The policy of the board has been to vigorously 
advance the prosperity of the town as rapidly as they could with-
out throwing any unnecessary burdens upon the people and prop-

erty in the town limits.” The trustees resisted imposing any taxes, 
instead covering all expenses themselves. They did not have a 
police judge elected, or tax collector or police officer. Their letter 
explains: “On the contrary, they (the Trustees) have used their 
personal advice and example to postpone as long as possible the 
installation of these officers of the law. And aided by the hearty 
cooperation of everyone in town, both young and old, there has 
been a unanimous effort to have a strict moral community and an 
orderly neighborhood.” (Of course, the reader must also remem-
ber that there were few other residents in Crescent Hill at this 
time beyond these large landowners and those who lived upon 

their land.)

George Birch’s obitu-
ary described how this 
worked with his land: 
“He built comfortable 
and pretty frame hous-
es, made a number of 
strict rules to keep out 
all those he did not 
wish, and soon Birch-
wood became one of 
the best-known sum-
mer colonies about 
Louisville.  Of late 

years he has turned over most of the houses to relatives or inti-
mate friends, thus forming a little community of his own, exclu-
sive of the surrounding suburbs.”

Most Birch-era homes are gone today. Their oldest son William 
and his family lived in a house that was where the parking lot 
at the western end of Graham Court (off Birchwood) is today. 
William’s son, G.A. Birch, and family had a home in the space 
that today serves as the parking lot for the Crescent Hill Library. 
Daughter Laura and her family had a house where the chapel of 
Crescent Hill Baptist Church is today. If you look carefully, how-
ever, for the taller, narrower Victorian homes on South Birch-
wood and Graham Court, you can still see a few that were built by 
George Birch, including one that was built for his daughter Sally.

In 1890, George Birch retired from the Bourbon Stockyards to 
devote more of his time to real estate. By 1891, there were ten 
homes in Birchwood. However, the bubble of safety and secu-
rity intended for Birchwood began to burst later in the decade, 
with several deaths in the family. Son William resigned from em-
ployment with the Bourbon Stockyards in January 1898, citing ill 
health. A granddaughter also died that month, three weeks after 
giving birth. In 1899, George Birch had a severe fall, when the 
rope supporting his hammock broke. A broken rib likely contrib-
uted to the onset of respiratory illness from which he could not 

BIRCHWOOD CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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recover. The family sought treatment at mineral springs in central 
Indiana, to no avail. When he did not get better, he decided to 
come home to die. He arrived back in Birchwood only three days 
before dying on Tuesday, May 8, 1900.

His estate was valued at $300,000 (equivalent to $10 million to-
day). His will confirmed the gifts of houses to his children, and 
left the remainder of the estate to his wife, Nancy Jane Birch. It 
stipulated that upon her death, each of the grandchildren would 
receive a designated cash payment, and then the remainder would 
be divided among his children.

Four months later, his forty-six-year-old son William died of ty-
phoid at his residence, after a long illness. In March of 1901, 
daughter Sally died of heart disease in Daytona, FL, where she 
had gone for her health. Later that year, Nancy Jane Birch ad-
vanced a plan, begun by George Birch, to subdivide what is today 
the 100 and 200 blocks of South Birchwood into 18 lots for sale.

In January of 1902, Nancy Jane Birch received an anony-
mous letter warning her that someone was seeking her death 
and would bring it about by poisoning her. The letters also 
alleged that both George Birch (her husband) and William 
Birch (her son) has been killed by poisoning. The letters 
created fear and uncertainty. A few months later, she con-
sulted her physician who believed it was simply exhaustion 
and prescribed a tonic for her. When she took the medicine, 
it burned her lips, so she contacted the doctor again. The 
physician did not believe that there was anything in the mild 
tonic which would cause burning. He asked for her to bring 
the bottle to him for examination. However, when she re-
turned with the bottle, it was empty and had been washed 
clean without her knowledge.

A granddaughter visited her the next day and was warned to 
be careful what she ate. Nancy Jane told her that someone had 
broken glass and entered the house two days prior.

BIRCHWOOD CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Call Michaelle  
Warner  

502-419-6159 
 

Past President and   
Vice President Frankfort  

Avenue Business  
Association (FABA) 

 
 

Licensed Real  
Estate Broker 1997,  
Licensed Realtor, 

1989 

1730 Historic Frankfort Avenue 
502-896-4262 

 
 

 

Inventory is low,  
It’s a great time to list 

your CRESCENT 
HILL  Home! 

 

1213 S. First Street 
Grand Old Louisville Property 
Over 4000 square ft. of historic 

charm, original hardwood 
floors, stained glass, millwork 
etc. 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths. 

Motivated sellers 
Asking $370,000 

4843 Peachtree Avenue 
3 Bedroom, 1 1/2 bath 

1 car garage + 1 car carport  
Huge corner lot, fully fenced rear 

yard in up and coming Beech-
mont neighborhood.  Asking 

$183,500 

111 N. Birchwood Avenue 
Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 bath 

1+ mechanics garage 

BIRCHWOOD 2 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

http://www.waltonjonesrealtors.com
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A lot has been happening with FABA (Frankfort Avenue 
Business Association) in past year. If you have not seen our 
new website, check it out at FunOnFrankfort.com. If you 
are a business or just a fan of Frankfort Avenue, please con-
sider becoming a member. For updates on what is happen-
ing with FABA and other FABA Member businesses, follow 
us on social media at facebook.com/FrankfortAvenue and  
instagram.com/frankfortavenue.

In addition, we have the following events planned:
Business Mixer: September 20, 5:30PM – 8:00PM, Indepen-
dence Bank, 3901 Shelbyville Rd. There will be free drinks 
(yes, the good kind) and hors d’oeuvres. This is open to all busi-
nesses whether FABA members or not. This is a good opportu-
nity to check out FABA.
Autumn on the Avenue: October 8. More details coming soon.
Fa La La Frankfort: First Saturday in December (12/3). More 
event details coming soon.
FABA Board Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6:00– 
7:30PM, Peterson-Dumesnil House, 301 S Peterson Ave. All 
meetings are opened to the public. If you are interested in being 
on the agenda, please email info@FunOnFrankfort.com.

Please remember to support your local businesses!

Easter Parade 2023: Only 1 More Position to Fill! 
Thank you to the wonderful people who have volunteered to 
help with the 2023 parade. We still have one position open: 
Sponsorship. I know this may 
sound intimidating, but the materi-
als for 2023 are already developed 
and the three sponsoring organi-
zations (CHCC, Clifton Commu-
nity Council, and FABA) all are 
responsible to raise $3,000 each. The position needs someone 
who is organized, will send and respond to emails, track dona-
tions, send invoices, and contact a few potential sponsors. You 
do not need to be available on Parade Day.

There will be an organizational meeting in September for the 
team to meet and get started. Please consider helping with won-
derful tradition. For more information or to volunteer, contact 
Mark Gaff at markgaffky@gmail.com or 502-472-7484.

Happenings on The Avenue
by Mark Gaff

BIRCHWOOD 2 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
In September of 1902, Nancy Jane Birch’s mother, with whom 
she lived, died at 94 years of age. 

In November, Philip Feaman, the husband of daughter Laura, 
and well-known local produce dealer, grew ill. In January, he 
developed pneumonia, and by mid-month, he died. After Philip 
Feaman’s death, Nancy Jane Birch received another anonymous 
letter, containing the same warning, that someone was going to 
poison her.

On January 28, 1903, several members of the extended family 
were gathered at the Birch home, still grieving the death of Philip 
Feaman. The gathered included: Nancy Jane Birch, her daughter 
Laura Feaman and Laura’s son, Philip Birch Feaman; two of Lau-
ra’s friends, a grandson George Birch Cooper (son of Sally Birch) 
and his wife. The lead sentence in a Courier Journal story the next 
day tells the story: “As a result of having drunk coffee containing 
a powerful and poisonous drug administered by someone, whose 
object, according to members of the family, was wholesale mur-
der…(six individuals)…are ill at the handsome country residence 
of Mrs. Birch in Birchwood…Mrs. Birch and Mrs. Feaman are 
not expected to live.”

(Check the next issue for the conclusion of this story.)

http://www.FunOnFrankfort.com
https://www.facebook.com/FrankfortAvenue/
https://www.instagram.com/frankfortavenue/\
mailto:info%40FunOnFrankfort.com?subject=
mailto:markgaffky%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.wineshoplouisville.com
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2762 Frankfort Ave 
502-574-1793 
www.lfpl.org 

Baby Storytime (Ages 0-2) Wednesdays at 10:05 a.m. 
Toddler Storytime (Ages 2-3) Wednesdays at 10:45 a.m. 
Preschool Storytimes (Ages 3-5) Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.
Storytime is an opportunity for families to bond over shared 
stories and songs, as well as engage in creative activities that 
reinforce a lifetime love of learning. 
 
Fall is Finally Here! Family Storytime
Sat, Sept 17, 11 a.m. 
Celebrate the season with stories, songs, art and fun for the 
whole family. For families with children ages 3-8.
 
Spooky Family Storytime
Sat, Oct 22, 11 a.m. 
Get excited for Halloween with spooky stories, songs and fun. 
Costumes encouraged!  For families with children ages 3-8.

Get homework HelpNow!
LFPL now offers Brainfuse HelpNow, an online tutoring service 
that offers online access to live tutors 2 – 11 p.m., 7 days a 
week. Brainfuse employs more than 3,000 tutors – most are 
retired teachers or graduate students, and all have a minimum 
of a 4-year degree. Students can chat or text with tutors in 
real-time, get help with math problems, have papers reviewed, 
discuss practice test results, and more. HelpNow even offers 
live FAFSA help and online practice tests. 

Brainfuse HelpNow and all of the Library’s Homework Help 
resources are free with a valid library card. Go to lfpl.org/kids 
to access this free service. 

Veteran Suicide Prevention:  for Family and Friends
Tues, Sept. 20, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Jonathan Marcum, VA Community Engagement and Part-
nerships Coordinator, presents the SAVE method of suicide 
prevention and Lethal Means Safety training for families and 
friends of veterans.

Crescent Hill Library Services 
Did you know faxing is free at the library? Copying and print-
ing is just a nickel a page.  
Need access to a computer or the Internet? Stop by any of our 
17 area library locations today. 
Come see us!

Programs and Resources at the 
Crescent Hill Library
by Laura Kelleher

The 2022 Crescent Hill Garden Tour was again a success. The 
first weekend in June was beautiful and everyone who attended 
enjoyed their day in our community. Tour goers always appre-
ciate the beauty of the gardens and often find ideas for their 
own outdoor spaces. The Crescent Hill Garden Club provid-
ed refreshments and the Louisville Mandolin Orchestra enter-
tained us on the porch of the Peterson-Dumesnil House. Artists 
from the Atelier Louisville artist collective were painting scenes 
in some of the gardens and tour goers enjoyed watching them 
work. Also, new this year, our club members led tours of the 
grounds and members of the Peterson-Dumesnil House Board 
gave house tours. We have received many requests to provide 
those tours again next year. 

The proceeds from our tours always go back to the community. 
Donations to date include:
•  Ramiro’s Cafe - meals for flood victims and volunteers in 

eastern Kentucky
•  United Crescent Hill Ministries - food pantry
•  Waterfront Botanical Garden
•  Operation Brightside
•  Peterson-Dumesnil House
•  Our ‘Appalachian Red’ Redbud tree give-away  

We have designated an increased budget for our ‘Appalachian 
Red’ Redbud tree give-away in spring 2023. More donations 
will be made to other organizations until the tour proceeds are 
gone. In order to raise more money next year, we need your 
assistance. You can help by attending the tour and helping us 
identify homeowners that would be willing to put their garden 
on our 2023 tour.

The 2023 search for gardens is on!  If you know of a garden that 
should be part of our annual garden tour, which takes place the 
first Saturday in June, please contact us on Facebook. 

News from the Crescent Hill 
Garden Club
by Denise Peterson

http://www.lfpl.org
http://lfpl.org/kids 
http://foxiandi.com
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Save money by earning college credit in high school 
One way for students to save money on the cost of higher ed-
ucation is to earn college credits while they are still in high 
school, according to the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance 
Authority (KHEAA). 

“I urge Kentucky students to take advantage of programs that 
let them earn credits for college and technical programs while 
they are still in high school,” Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman said. 
“If they do, they may be able to graduate not only with a high 
school diploma, but also a technical credential or even a two-
year associate’s degree.” 

High school students can take advantage of several programs 
that let them earn college credits. These programs include:
• Dual credit courses: These courses let students earn both 

college and high school credit. They are offered in both 
academic and technical areas. In some cases, students will 
pay less than the college tuition rate. KHEAA administers the 
state’s dual credit scholarship programs, which can be used at 
participating public and private universities and colleges. 

• Advanced Placement (AP) courses: AP classes count as high 
school credits, but many colleges will give students college 
credit if they earn a certain grade on AP exams. Offered by the 
College Board, AP classes are widely available. 

• International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma and Cambridge 
Advanced International (CAI) programs: IB and CAI are 
for students 16 to 19 years old and are similar to AP courses. 
High school students may be able to receive college credit for 
the IB and CAI classes they take. 

KHEAA is the state agency that administers Kentucky’s stu-
dent financial aid programs, including the Kentucky Education-
al Excellence Scholarship (KEES). Many of KHEAA’s student 
aid programs are funded by Kentucky Lottery revenue. For 
more information about Kentucky scholarships and grants, vis-
it kheaa.com; write KHEAA at P.O. Box 798, Frankfort, KY 
40602; or call 800-928-8926. 

The agency also provides free copies of “It’s Money, Baby,” a 
guide to financial literacy, to Kentucky schools and residents 
upon request to publications@kheaa.com. 

In addition, KHEAA administers the KY Saves 529 program, 
which allows families to save for college. For more information 
about KY Saves 529, visit kysaves.com. 

KHEAA also disburses private Advantage Education Loans for 
its sister agency, KHESLC. For more information about Advan-
tage Education Loans, visit advantageeducationloan.com.

Money Tip for Students

The Crescent Hill Community Council invites you to enjoy 
some FREE Chili! Chili Night Out is Thursday, October 
20th at the Peterson-Dumesnil House, 301 S. Peterson Ave., 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Delicious chili options made by 
community volunteers are needed! Choose your favorite recipe 
and bring in a batch in your crock pot. CHCC will provide hot 
dogs, chips, other sides, and non-alcoholic beverages. We will 
dine outside on the big porch. Prepare for laughs and friendly 
conversation! Contact Diana Gautier at dianag60@bellsouth.
net if you are willing to make chili! Just another reason why 
Crescent Hill is such a special community!

Mark your calendar! Thursday, December 8th!
We know the holiday season is fast approaching when we begin 
thinking about decorating the house, Santa, Christmas music, 
and all the fun, festive things that go with it. Come visit with 
your friends and neighbors from Crescent Hill at the Crescent 
Hill Community Council-sponsored annual Holiday Open 
House in the Peterson-Dumesnil House, 301 S. Peterson Ave. 
We hope to see you on Thursday, December 8th anytime be-
tween 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The Louisville Mandolin Or-
chestra will be entertaining us in the living room with beautiful 
holiday music. In the dining room will be refreshments and des-
serts for everyone to enjoy. If you have a desire to bake your 
favorite dessert, we’ll make room for your treat. Please join us 
for this festive gathering. We’ll be looking for you!

Chili Night Out: A Free Family Event
by Diane Gautier

Holiday Open House in 
Crescent Hill
by Diane Gautier

http://kheaa.com
mailto:publications%40kheaa.com?subject=
http://kysaves.com
http://advantageeducationloan.com
mailto:dianag60%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:dianag60%40bellsouth.net?subject=
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Call For Articles
Have an idea for an interesting article about our neighborhood? 
Let’s talk! Articles for the Fall electronic issue are due Novem-
ber 15. Shoot us a line to enewcomgregory@yahoo.com.

For more information about the Crescent Hill Community 
Council, visit crescenthill.us.

Follow us on Social Media
Follow us on Instagram at
@crescenthillcommunitycouncil

Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 SPONSORS!
We are extremely grateful to the following businesses for their generous support this year. Their sponsorships allow us to hold com-
munity events throughout the year and ensure they remain free to the public. Please be sure to shop local and thank our sponsors for 
supporting our neighborhood.

If you’d like to become a sponsor or would like more information go to crescenthill.us and click on “Join Us” and then “Sponsorship.”

BRONZE
Carmichael’s Bookstore

Fox Insurance & Investments

Modern Family Dentistry

Withywindle

COPPER
Dorislee Gilbert  

for Judge

HomeCraft Gutter Protection

LeafFilter

Alexandra Martindale 
Martindale for Metro, District 9 Candidate

James Peden 
Peden for Kentucky Senate, District 26 Candidate

Renewal by Andersen

Tina Ward-Pugh 
for County Clerk

Andrew Owen 
Democrat for Metro Council

SILVER

GOLD

Citizens of Louisville’s 
District 9

Bourbon Barrel 
Foods

Peterson-Dumesnil 
House

Louisville Public Media

mailto:enewcomgregory%40yahoo.com?subject=CHCC%20Newsletter%20Article
http://crescenthill.us
https://www.instagram.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil/
http://www.facebook.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil
http://www.crescenthill.us
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/metro-council-district-9
https://bourbonbarrelfoods.com



