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Hello neighbors! 2023 in 
Crescent Hill is shaping up 
to be an exciting year. We 
have some new faces on the 
board of the Crescent Hill 
Community Council (me 
included), and we are ex-

cited to jump in and help our little community 
grow and thrive. Crescent Hill has always been 
a community that is strong, resilient, and willing 
to work to make things better for our neighbors. 
After being a Crescent Hill resident since 2011, 
I decided that it was time to volunteer and give a 
little bit of myself back to the neighborhood that 
I have come to love.

Springtime is often the time of year where peo-
ple come out of their figurative shells, establish 
goals, and create new things for the coming year. 
With that spirit, our board met last month to 
brainstorm ideas to further engage and develop 
our community in the coming year. As always, 
I’m looking forward to our annual events like 
the Easter Parade, Chili Night Out, the Holiday 
Open House, and of course the 4th of July Festi-

The Vice President’s Article
by Miatthew Kellner
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val. I hope each of you share our excitement for 
these events and the chance for us to get together 
as a neighborhood.

In my short time on the council, I have learned 
so much about our work. I was surprised to 
learn that the CHCC is mostly community fund-
ed. Less than 10% of our funding comes from 
Louisville Metro/District 9 funds, and the rest 
comes directly from the community, from busi-
ness sponsorships, newsletter ads, fundraisers 
and neighbors like you! I would like to issue a 
personal challenge to each of you. We always 
want to be able to do more for our community, 
but we need funding and volunteers to make a lot 
of those things happen. The easiest way to con-
tribute is to become a member! Joining is easy, 
and you can do so right on our website! Just $20 
a year can help make your community a better, 
more vibrant place.

2023 is going to be a great year, and I’m looking 
forward to the warmer weather and getting out 
and experiencing all this great community has to 
offer. I am looking forward to seeing you all!



2

Crescent Hill Community Council

Crescent Hill Community Council Membership
1 year $20 | 5 years $100 |10 years $190

Lifetime Membership $335

Your membership makes a difference!

Get to know your neighbors

Opportunities to get involved

Grow your community

Have your voice heard in the neighborhood and city:
Development, Traffic, Beautification, & More...

CRESCENT HILLCRESCENT HILL 
YOU AREYOU ARE 

Address:

Email:

Referred by:

Extra donation: Check #:

Or Mail form below and check:
Crescent Hill Community Council

c/o Membership
301 South Peterson Ave

Louisville, KY 40206

Join online:
www.crescenthill.us

Name:

Zip code: Phone:

Congratulations on living in one of the best neighborhoods in Lou-
isville: Crescent Hill. You know some of the great features here: 
walk-ability, great shopping and restaurants, and beautiful homes. 

Through the support of the Crescent Hill Community Council, 
we also enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt and Parade; 4th of July Cel-
ebration; Chili Night Out; Holiday Open House at the Peter-
son-Dumesnil House, and more.

We need your support to continue these programs and grow our 
work. A one-year membership is just $20 (plus a $1 process-
ing fee). Other options are available. You can easily sign up 
here: chcc.wildapricot.org/join-us. There is no obligation to 
volunteer, although you can if you’d like. 

Right now, we have about 200 members, in a neighborhood of 
about 4,000. Think how much we could do in our neighborhood 
with another 100 members ($2,000), or if we doubled our mem-
bership to 400 (an additional $8,000)! We’d like to do more, and 
we need you to help make that happen.

Thank you for considering joining Crescent Hill Community 
Council; we welcome you.

How your Support Helps the CHCC

MONDAY - THURSDAY 10AM-9PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9AM-9PM

SUNDAY 1PM -5PM
2632 FRANKFORT AVE.   502.721.9148
WWW.WINESHOPLOUISVILLE.COM

Celebratin
g 20 years!

Celebratin
g 20 years!

Celebratin
g 20 years!

https://chcc.wildapricot.org/join-us
http://chcc.wildapricot.org/join-us
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I want to take this opportunity to discuss in 
more detail a couple of issues that have occu-
pied a significant amount of my time since I 
was sworn in.

First, we have experienced a number of vio-
lent crimes in our neighborhoods and I have 
been in frequent contact with LMPD to en-

courage additional patrols and to receive updates about where 
each of the investigations stand.  I can’t discuss ongoing investi-
gations, but I do feel good about the progress LMPD is making 
in each case. 

One of the first things I did after I was sworn in was to schedule 
a monthly in-person meeting with Major Grissom, head of the 
5th Division of LMPD.  I did this for two reasons: 1) because I 
want Major Grissom to know that he has my full support and 2) to 
make sure Major Grissom and I have a good personal relationship 
with an excellent line of communication in place.  I want to know 
what is occurring on the ground in the 9th district, on a daily 
basis, if need be, and what preventative measures are in place to 
discourage additional crime.

I also recently met with interim LMPD Chief Villaroel to discuss 
the steps we are taking as a city to hire and train more officers 
and implement proven, effective, crime prevention strategies.  I 
really enjoyed my time with the chief and was very impressed 
with her disposition, background and experience.  After our con-
versation, I do feel like we are making progress, and, once the US 
Department of Justice report is released with additional recom-
mendations, we will be positioned to both improve accountability 
within the force and reduce the overall rate of crime and violence 
in our community.    

Finally, improving the relationship between the officers and the 
community is absolutely critical to making our community safer.  
I believe getting officers out of their patrol cars and interacting 
with the community is the first step toward improving this rela-
tionship.  I will certainly prioritize this approach as a member of 
the Public Safety committee.  To encourage this approach, I will 
support additional foot patrols, bike patrols, horse patrols, ATV 
patrols; anything that gets the police out of their cruisers and in-
teracting with the community.

The second issue I want to discuss is the Frankfort Avenue restrip-
ing plan.  The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) will be 
resurfacing the entire length of Frankfort Avenue from Mellwood 

D9 Neighborhood Report  
by Councilman Andrew Owen

DISTRICT 9 NEWS CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

All paid members of the CHCC will receive an E-Blast with the 
details of upcoming events – IF we have your email address! 
All events are free, open to the public, and take place in Cres-
cent Hill. If you would like to volunteer to help with any of the 
events, please contact Diana at dianag60@bellsouth.net.

CHCC Annual Calendar

Come join the fun! 
 March 2 7:00 CHCC Board Meeting
 April 6 7:00 CHCC Board Meeting 
 April 8 Easter Egg Hunt & Easter Parade 
 May 11 7:00 CHCC Board Meeting 
 June 1 7:00 CHCC Board Meeting 
 July 4 Fourth of July Festival 
 August 3 7:00 CHCC Board Meeting
 September 7 Spirit Awards & Dessert with Mayor 
 October 5 7:00 CHCC Board Meeting 
 October 19 Chili Night Out 
 November 2 CHCC Annual Community Meeting 
 December 7 Holiday Open House 

L I S A  T Y L E R ,  R E A LTO R ®

502.727.6893 | ltyler@kyselectproperties.com

• How will interest rates affect purchase price? 

• What timeframe should you look to buy or sell? 

• How does inventory influence multiple offers?

With over 36 years of real estate experience, I have 

the knowledge you want in a unique market like this.
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100R
A

N
K

ED

 A
MONG THE

GLAR AGENTS +

 T
E

A
M

S

mailto:dianag60%40bellsouth.net?subject=CHCC%20Event%20Volunteer
https://www.kyselectproperties.com
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District 9 Events

Sat, March 4th:  A FREE computer tune-up and repair service is offered the first Saturday of 
each month (3/4, 4/1, does not meet on Derby day). The service will be at the St. Matthews 

Library on Grandview Ave from 1-5 p.m. in the small conference room.  If you plan to attend, 
please contact Rae Taylor at taylor_rae@hotmail.com. 

Wed, March 8th:  To make meeting with me in person more convenient, I will begin holding office hours at various 
places around District 9. The first of these office hours will be on Wed March 8th from 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. at St. 
Joe’s Children’s Home (2823 Frankfort Ave).  Please stop by with any questions or concerns. 

Fri, March 17th:  Family Fun Nights are evenings of fun for the entire family! Join us at the Mary T. Aquatic Cen-
ter (201 Reservoir Ave) on Friday March 17th, April 7th, April 21th, and May 19th from 7-9 p.m. No registration is 
required, just show up for a free swim and have some fun!  

Sat, April 8th: The Frankfort Avenue Business Association (FABA), Crescent Hill Community Council and the 
Clifton Community Council invite you, with your family and friends, to be part of the 29th Annual Frankfort Av-
enue Easter Parade.  Make plans to come out and celebrate the return of Spring on beautiful Historic Frankfort 
Avenue!  The parade will travel from Birchwood Ave to Pope Street, leaving at approximately 11:30-11:45 a.m.  If 
you plan to participate or have any questions, email Scott Endres, scottendres@yahoo.com.

Avenue to Shelbyville Road this spring. KYTC recently released 
a draft design plan for how the street will be striped after the re-
surfacing is completed.  Frankfort Avenue west of Stilz Avenue 
will be striped the same way it is today.  Frankfort Avenue east of 
Stilz is still being discussed, but the temporary striping that was 
done after the Water Company project was completed last fall 
pretty accurately reflects the draft striping plan (a link to that draft 
plan is included here).

Over the past few weeks, many of us within and outside of gov-
ernment have been in frequent conversation about KYTC’s de-
sign proposal, to try to determine what the best design for Frank-
fort Avenue looks like going forward.

First, I want to make it clear that these rightsizing efforts are 
almost entirely driven, for better and for worse, by the goal of 
improving automobile, and to a lesser extent, pedestrian safety.  
At some level, the bike lanes are an afterthought because there is 
space left over in the roadway once the lanes are narrowed.  I think 
many people think the bike lanes are the tail that is wagging the 
dog, and that is simply not true.  In fact, many of the cyclists in D9 
and other neighborhoods have reached out directly to our office to 
say they are not in favor of the bike lanes as currently designed.

I have included a couple of links for reference.  The first outlines 
some of the right-sizing projects that have already been imple-
mented in Metro Louisville and the post implementation safety 
improvements that have resulted.  The second is a link to an NPR 
article that highlights the incredible success Hoboken, New Jer-
sey has had implementing similar traffic calming practices. 

Obviously, each street is unique, but in general, reducing acci-
dents and deaths by slowing down cars seems like a worthy en-
deavor to me.  

Arriving at a design that properly balances improved safety, better 
connectivity between neighborhoods for as many modes of trans-
portation as possible, and parking needs for our small businesses, 
is the ultimate goal. I can assure you, that we are working hard 
to arrive at that delicate balance.  At the end of the day, Frankfort 
Avenue is a state road, and KYTC has the final say over what the 
striping plan looks like.  In the meantime, we will continue to 
advocate for a design that incorporates neighborhood feedback 
and achieves the goals I mentioned above.  

Below are some Ninth District calendar events!  To view a full 
listing, please visit the District 9 Blog.  If you would like to sub-
mit events to be considered for the calendar please email Jasmine 
Presley at jasmine.presley@louisvilleky.gov.

DISTRICT 9 NEWS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

mailto:taylor_rae%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:scottendres%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/DRAFT US 60 Frankfort Ave Resurfacing Reconfiguration 12.12.2022.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f8f421c060c74cc4906b11d81936043c
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/25/1119110757/traffic-deaths-car-accident-hoboken-new-jersey-vision-zero
https://district9news.wordpress.com/
mailto:jasmine.presley%40louisvilleky.gov?subject=
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Saturday, April 8, 11:30am–1:00pm
Frankfort Avenue between Birchwood Avenue and Pope Street

The 29th Annual Frankfort Avenue Easter Parade will be held on 
April 8th, starting at 11:30 a.m., from Birchwood Ave, heading 
down Frankfort Ave and ending at Pope St. The day will be full 
of color and character with homemade floats, dance groups, an-
tique cars, as well as parade entries from the Shriners, Hwang’s 
Martial Arts, the Mounted Sheriff’s Posse, “Ethan Almighty”, 
local churches, the West Market Brass Band, and many more…
and don’t forget, the Easter Bunny! To kick the fun up a notch, 
judges will decide who claims the “Good Ears” awards for the 
most creative floats and participants.

We are so excited for the Easter Parade after last year’s terrific 
showing. To outdo ourselves, we are seeking sponsorships. Our 
2023 sponsorship opportunities are shown below. If interested, 

2023 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
2022 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Presented by CHCC (Crescent Hill Community Council), CCC (Clifton Community Council) and FABA (Frankfort Avenue Business Association)

BENEFITS
PLATINUM

$1,000
GOLD
$500

SILVER
$100

BRONZE
$50

EVENT RECOGNITION

Identified as Co-Sponsor with CHCC and CCC
Identified as Co-Sponsor on Karaoke Promotion 
Banner

Logo

Business included on Parade Banner, and Horse-
Drawn Carriage Banner

Logo Logo

Business included on Parade Posters Logo Logo Business Name

ONLINE PUBLICITY

Identified as Sponsor in Fall, Winter and Spring 
CHCC and CCC Newsletters

Logo Logo Business Name Business Name

Identified as Sponsor in social media advertising 
from CHCC, CCC, etc.

Logo Logo Business Name Business Name

Individual promotion in Spring CHCC Newsletter 
("Support this Business")

Logo/Promotion

Individual promotion in CHCC email blast Logo/Promotion Logo/Promotion

Listing on CHCC and CCC Websites Logo Logo Business Name Business Name

For more information, contact Mark Gaff at markgaffky@gmail.com or 502-472-7484.

2022

BENEFITS
PLATINUM 

$1,000
GOLD 
$500

SILVER 
$100

BRONZE  
$50

EVENT RECOGNITION

Identified as Co-Sponsor for Fund Raising Events

Business included on Parade Banner Logo

Business included on Parade Posters Logo Logo Business 
Name

PUBLICITY

Identified as Sponsor in social media advertising Logo Logo Business 
Name

Business 
Name

Identified as Sponsor on websites and newsletters Logo Logo Business 
Name

Business 
Name

Identified as Sponsor in email blast Logo Logo Business 
Name

Business 
Name

Please note that payment must be received by March 15, 2023 to ensure inclusion on printed materials. 

For more information, contact Daniel Wormley at dworms86@gmail.com or 859-358-2615.

Presented by CHCC (Crescent Hill Community Council), CCC (Clifton Community Council) and FABA (Frankfort Avenue Business Association)

29th Annual Frankfort Avenue 
Easter Parade
by Daniel Wormley

please contact the Parade Chair, Daniel Wormley, dworms86@
gmail.com, or 1-859-358-2615). Look for more information on 
our new Facebook page @TheAveEaster (search “The Avenue 
Easter Parade”). Give us a follow and we can’t wait to see you 
on April 8th!

mailto:dworms86%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dworms86%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/TheAveEaster
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Crescent Hill Garden Club Spring Gardening Tips
by Denise Peterson

Flowers
• Give bulbs a little fertilizer 

(5-10-5) just as the tips of 
leaves start to show.

• Start annual flower seeds 
inside mid-March.

• Plant pansies and other cold 
tolerant plants outside.

• Repot houseplants. Choose 
one size larger pots. Apply 
reduce rate fertilizer.

• Direct sow flower seeds, 
such as larkspur and poppies, 
in full sun.

Trees and Shrubs
• Plant trees and shrubs now, 

while they are still dormant. 
Spring is the only time to plant 
birch, dogwood, & magnolia.

• Prune summer blooming 
trees and shrubs, for example, 
crepe myrtle and butterfly 
bush. 

• Woody plants that bloom 
before June 1st can be 
pruned just after flowering.

• Prune and fertilize brambles 
and blueberries.

Lawn
• Pre-emergent herbicides can 

be applied now.
• Crabgrass preventer can be 

applied when the forsythia 
blooms.

• Plant grass seed now 
except in areas where pre-
emergents were applied.

• No fertilizer until fall.
• Sharpen mower blade if you 

haven’t already.
• Start mowing at 1.5”-2.0” 

blade height.

Vegetables
• It is safe to plant 

asparagus, beets, cabbage 
plants, carrots, chard, 
collards, kale, lettuce, 
onions, peas, potatoes, 
radishes, spinach, and 
turnips.

• Broccoli, cauliflower, 
kohlrabi, and other cool 
season plants can be 
planted late March.

 

Stranger and Stranger 

That’s the only way I can describe winter 22/23. We had a very 
cold snap followed by mild weather. Everyone is still wondering 
if their broadleaf evergreens are alive. The truth is, we don’t know.

We don’t know what sudden -5 temperature and 50mph gusts 
did in our US hardiness zone 6b gardens. The Christmas Eve 
weather turned the broadleaf evergreens’ leaves brown. Many 
species, such as nandina, holly, euonymus and viburnum, grad-
ually dropped all of their leaves. 

Other species’ leaves such as laurel, aucuba, pieris, turned 
bronze and have hung on.

The best piece of advice we can give is DO NOT PRUNE 

Flowers
• Cut back any of last 

season’s growth before new 
growth begins.

• Pinch off seed stalks of 
bulbs.

• Let bulb foliage die back 
naturally.

• Plant tender canna, calla, 
dahlia, and lily bulbs at the 
end of the month.

• Uncover roses and prune 
out damaged or diseased 
branches.

• Apply layer of compost 
and/or mulch.

• Begin to harden seedlings 
to prepare them for planting 
outdoors in May.

• Fertilize roses (5-10-5) and 
houseplants (10-10-10).

Trees and Shrubs
• There is still time to plant 

balled & burlapped plants at 
the beginning of the month.

• You can begin trimming 
evergreens.

• Trim now and you will not 
have as much grow-back 
during the summer.

Lawn
• Crabgrass preventer can be 

applied when the forsythia 
blooms.

• Don’t apply fertilizer or 
you will have to mow more 
often.

Vegetables 
• You can still plant onions, 

potatoes, chard, lettuce, 
peas, carrots, and beets.

• In late April you can plant 
beans.

• Pull mulch off strawberries 
and asparagus.

AprilMarch

NOW! Wait until late spring. By that time, you will know if 
your plant is “stem hardy” or “root hardy.”

If your plant is stem hardy, it will produce new leaves and 
branches off its original stems (branches), although these may 
emerge from lower down in the plant. When these leaves have 
fully opened, prune off everything above the first new leaf from 
the tip. An exception to this would Crepe Myrtle. They do not 
leaf out until later when the temperatures are consistently in the 
80s.

If your plant is root hardy, the top of the plant will be dead. New 
growth will emerge from the roots. Simply cut back all the old 
growth.

Here are garden tips to help you get the garden season started.

GARDEN TIPS CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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GARDEN TIPS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

Flowers 
• Divide perennials just as they are emerging.
• Fertilize roses (5-10-5).
• Plant summer blooming bulbs
• Plant annual flowers - first frost free day is May 10 in zone 6b.
• Pinch back late summer and fall blooming perennials.

Trees & Shrubs 
• Keep an eye out for bag worms and spider mites on evergreens.
• Prune spring-blooming shrubs immediately after flowering.
• Prune evergreens now through July.
• Keep watering newly planted trees and shrubs. Make sure 

they get one inch per week.

Lawn 
• Use products for weed control that don’t contain any fertilizer.
• Mow lawn to 2 1/2 inches every 5-7 days.

Vegetables
• Plant and seed vegetable garden.
• Plant heat-loving veggies like tomatoes after May 10.
• Never let weeds go to seed.
• Protect bees by reducing the use of pesticides.
• Practice succession planting to get the most out of your 

garden space.
• Put down a thick layer of mulch around tomato plants to keep 

soil-born diseases from splashing onto plants.

May

Saturday, April 8th 
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am 

Story Time at 9:30 am
Peterson-Dumesnil House

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 8th for the Easter Egg 
Hunt on the grounds of the Peterson-Dumesnil House at 301 
S. Peterson Avenue. At 10 a.m. exactly the hunt will begin 
so don’t be late! There will be three separate areas set up for 
3 year olds & under, 4 to 6 year olds, and 7 to 11 year olds. 
Scattered in all three areas will be extra special eggs. Inside of 
these is a note telling you to bring them onto the front porch to 
trade them in to get a prize on the display table! Everyone is 
welcome so join us for a fun time! 

Before the hunt begins there is time for the little ones to enjoy 
a good story or two from the Crescent Hill Library story lady 
beginning about 9:30 a.m., inside the house. 

After the Easter Egg Hunt, we will be participating in the Eas-
ter Parade along Frankfort Avenue. We will be meeting near 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church about 11:15 a.m. approximately 
15-30 minutes before the parade begins. We will be walking 
in the parade giving out candy to visitors along Frankfort Av-
enue. It is a lot of fun greeting our neighbors!  

Crescent Hill Easter Egg Hunt 2023
by Diane Gautier

http://www.bentyler.com
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Call Michaelle  
Warner  

502-419-6159 
 

Past President and   
Vice President Frankfort  

Avenue Business  
Association (FABA) 

 

Easter Parade Chair 1993-2022 
Licensed Realtor, 1989 
Licensed Broker 1997 

1730 Historic Frankfort Avenue 
502-896-4262 

 
 

 
 

1829-33 Brownsboro Road 
2 historic shotgun houses with 
large vacant lot.  Zoned C-1. 

Asking $325,000 

1807 Frankfort Avenue 
Zoned C-1 

Fantastic Live/Work situation.  
Restored and updated with taste 

and care. Gorgeous Original Pine 
floors, lots of historic charm.  

Asking $439,000  

6004 Gloria 
Cute starter home off Preston. Roof, 
water heater, furnace and AC window 
unit new in 2020. Asking $159,000

1213 S. First Street 
Grand Old Louisville 

Property 
Over 4000 square ft. of 
historic charm, original 

hardwood floors, stained 
glass, millwork etc.  
Asking $329,000 

The annual Crescent Hill Gar-
den Tour will take place on Sat-
urday, June 3, 2023, from 9:00 
a.m.- 5:00 p.m. (rain or shine). 

The tour will feature private gardens in the Crescent Hill neigh-
borhood as well as the grounds of the historic Peterson-Du-
mesnil House. It’s a great way to spend a Saturday outdoors 
taking in the sights and smells of unique urban garden spaces 
and the creativity of our local gardeners!

Tours of the historic Peterson-Dumesnil House as well as tours 
of the House grounds will be available throughout the day 
with your garden ticket purchase. Please note: Peterson-Du-
mesnil House tours will be available at 10 am, 11 am and 12 

Save the Date: 29th Annual Crescent Hill Garden Tour
by Denise Peterson

pm only due to a private event at the house in the afternoon, 
so come early if you’d like to see this historic treasure! Peter-
son-Dumesnil House grounds tours will be available on the half 
hour at 9:30 am, 10:30 am, 11:30 am, 12:30 pm and 1:30 pm.

This year, ticket sales will close at 3:00 pm. The gardens will 
remain open until 5 pm. Tickets are $15 and can be purchased 
in advance online or at the Peterson-Dumesnil House, 301 S. 
Peterson Ave., on tour day. 

For more information, please visit our website crescenthillgar-
denclub.org and our Facebook page at facebook.com/Cres-
cent-Hill-Garden-Club-104003362967410.

We hope to see you there!

http://www.waltonjonesrealtors.com
http://crescenthillgardenclub.org
http://crescenthillgardenclub.org
http://facebook.com/Crescent-Hill-Garden-Club-104003362967410 
http://facebook.com/Crescent-Hill-Garden-Club-104003362967410 
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This series has looked at the history of homes on what are 
today’s Kennedy Court and South Birchwood Avenue. In the 
most recent article, the Birch family home was vacated fol-
lowing an attempted poisoning in January of 1903. 

The investigation into the poisoning focused on three primary 
factors: five anonymous letters warning the family that poi-
soning would be attempted, the remnants of the poison found 
in the coffee cups and urn, and the behavior of the matriarch’s 
grandson, George “Birch” Cooper.

Cooper had been the only adult at the family breakfast who 
had not taken a drink of the poisoned coffee. In addition, he 
left the poisoned family members at the house when he went 
to check on his late brother-in-law’s business, rather than 
tending to the poisoned victims. Therefore, he was suspected 
from the start, but without direct evidence.

In addition to the formal police investigation, the youngest 
son of George and Nancy Jane Birch, G.A. Birch, ran his 
own investigation through private investigators. The private 
investigators focused on the handwriting samples, while the 
police investigators focused on analyzing the poison and in-
terviewing all parties.

When conclusions from the evidence were slow to come 
forth, the newspapers were rife with speculation. Some said 
the handwriting on the letters appeared to be that of a man. 
Others said that the letters named the guilty party…and it was 
being withheld by the family.

An interview with Florence Pfeiffer Birch, widow of George 
and Nancy Jane Birch’s eldest son, William, cites her as say-
ing that no effort would be made to discover the guilty party. 
She said that earlier poisoning attempts had not been inves-
tigated, and the family simply didn’t want to cast suspicion 
upon any family member. 

After several days of analysis, the findings began to come 
in.  Regarding the poison: arsenic was found in the coffee 
cups and in the coffee urn, but not in the coffee supply. The 
working assumption was that the poison had been added to 
the coffee urn when it was being readied the night before the 
breakfast, or as the breakfast was being prepared. 

Birchwood Poisoning: 
An indictment
by Barry Creech

G.A. Birch gave some indication to reporters that if his moth-
er recovered from the poison, the investigation would not 
go forth, and no one would be charged, confirming the sus-
picions of Florence Pfeiffer Birch. However, the Common-
wealth Attorney reminded everyone, including G.A. Birch, 
that whether or not to indict someone would ultimately be the 
responsibility of a grand jury, not the family. 

Results from the handwriting analysis were slower to arrive. 
The Commonwealth Attorney were waiting to see if Birch’s 
investigators would swear out an arrest warrant before calling 
a grand jury to review the evidence. 

The most recent of the five anonymous letters had arrived the 
day before the poisoning. The paper seemed to have been torn 
from an account book and held 200-300 pencil-written words. 
Handwriting was similar on all of the letters.

The conclusion of the handwriting expert was that it had been 
written by a woman. The family remained unwilling (or un-
able) to seek an arrest warrant in the case, citing a concern for 
naming the wrong person. As a result, the Commonwealth At-
torney announced that the grand jury would be seated for this 
case on February 13, just over two weeks after the attempted 
poisoning.

Louisville’s Independent Since 1978
1295 Bardstown Rd.

502-456-6950
1313 Bardstown Rd.

502-709-4900
2720 Frankfort Ave.

502-896-6950

www.carmichaelsbookstore.com
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Before the grand jury could meet, another anonymous letter 
was received. The letter, sent to G.A. Birch, announced that 
he would be the next one poisoned if he failed to advance 
prosecution and secure a guilty verdict. In other respects, the 
letter was identical to the ones received by his mother, Nancy 
Jane Birch. The letter convinced the Birch family to support 
the grand jury process.

On the day of the grand jury session, the newspaper reported: 
“If an indictment is returned today in accordance with the 
theory of the prosecution it will reveal a plot more diaboli-
cal than has ever been suspected except by those who have 
followed the case closely.” The article further suggested that 
the identity of the author of the letters will be proven to be a 
woman.

At the grand jury, Birch Cooper’s second-cousin, John T. 
Landrum, reported that Cooper had once threatened to burn 
down the old Louisville Stockyards, where he worked. Coo-
per had been drunk at the time, and angry over losing his job 
at the stockyards. The cousin said that he had thought little 
about it until G.A. Birch had mentioned that Cooper had once 
said something similar to a nightwatchman. 

The Birch family cook, Rachael Davis, reported that Birch 
Cooper had been in the kitchen the night before the poison-
ing, saying that he was very angry. Later, Cooper had been 
inexplicably out in the garden. The next morning, he was also 
in the kitchen when she prepared the coffee. Following her 
custom, Davis took the coffee grounds from the evening meal 
and re-used them in the morning coffee. 

Upon seeing this, she said that Cooper angrily said that if this 
was the case, he didn’t want any coffee.

All six anonymous letters were read to the grand jury. The 
handwriting analysis was just as unclear as the witness tes-
timonies. The Commonwealth Attorney was forced to admit 
that while several different women were suspected of writing 
the letters, none could be conclusively proven. Furthermore, 
investigators had been unable to obtain comparative hand-
writing samples from all suspects. 

Other witnesses included Nancy Jane Birch and the other poi-
soned members of the breakfast gathering, the doctors who 
tended to the poisoned individuals, the chemist responsible 

for the poison analysis, the detectives who had worked on the 
case, and other household servants of the Birch family.

Delays in processing the evidence were reported to be due 
to differences of opinion within the Birch family. But after 
two and a half hours of testimony, and ten minutes of writing 
the indictment, the grand jury voted without pause to require 
Birch Cooper to stand trial for “attempting to willfully and 
maliciously poison” his grandmother. Cooper was arrested 
immediately on a bench warrant and was taken to jail before 
posting bond. The newspaper reported that his only words 
following the arrest were: “I have nothing to say.”

(In the next issue…the trial.)

Located in the heart of Crescent Hill • 301 S Peterson Ave • 502.895.7975 
www.petersondumesnil.org

Let us light up your event!
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Hello all! Once again, planning is underway for our 4th of July 
Festival. The event will only run for one day this year as the 4th 
is on a Tuesday. Festivities begin at 10 a.m. and the fireworks 
will go off once it’s dark  (around 10p.m.).  So, mark your cal-
endars now to join us!

Every year we appeal to our neighbors for support either 
through an individual monetary donation, or through volunteer-
ing, or both.  If you are interested in volunteering, please reach 
out to me at chcc4thofjuly@gmail.com.  If you are interested 
in supporting us financially, you can easily make a donation at 
any time at this link: Donate to the Crescent Hill Community 
Council (go to Crescenthill.us and click the word “Donate” at 

by Cynthia Thomas

the top).  If you’d rather send a check, just make it out to “The 
CHCC” and mail it to us at 301 S. Peterson Ave, Louisville. KY 
40206. 

This is not a money-making event, it’s just an event we love 
to bring to our neighborhood at no cost to the public. We work 
very hard trying to secure sponsors, but, as expenses contin-
ue to rise, we regularly face financial shortfalls. A new board 
member was recently very surprised to hear about our costs and 
suggested it might be a good idea to share this information with 
our neighbors.  Here is a high- level list of our expenses just to 
give you an idea:

Fireworks* $9,490 
Security  $2,600
Permits $1,000
Facilities, Grounds & Equipment** $16,239
Entertainment (musicians, stage, sound) $5,500 

*By the way, we checked on drone shows this year and they 
ranged from $30K to $500K!

**Includes things like dumpsters, picnic tables, garbage cans, 
electricity, ambulance, table and chair rentals, port-a-potties, 
barricades and golf cart rentals.

So, please consider sponsoring us. Every little bit helps! If you 
know of an organization that might be willing to contribute, 
please visit our 4th of July donation page on our website (Corpo-
rate Donation and Sponsors) or contact Debbie Wiebe at debbie.
wiebe502@gmail.com. Thanks in advance for your support. 

Founded in 1998, by Crescent Hill resident and former Crescent 
Hill Community Council president, Richard Jett, the Spirit of 
Crescent Hill Award was created to honor outstanding acts of 
community spirit in the neighborhood. Crescent Hill is bless-
ed to have many wonderful people who love her and are will-
ing to selflessly give their time and talents to make her one of 
the best places to live in the city. Businesses and institutions as 
well as individuals have been recipients of the Spirit of Cres-
cent Hill Award.  Those honored may be long time members of 
Crescent Hill, individuals, living or deceased, who have been 
instrumental in shaping the Crescent Hill Community Council 

2023 Spirit of Crescent Hill 
Award
by Michele Hundley

and Peterson Dumesnil House Foundation, or a newcomer who 
has jumped right in and gone to work making Crescent Hill the 
special place it is.  

Do you know a person, business or institution working to make 
Crescent Hill fabulous?  If so, the committee, Steve Imhoff, 
Tim Allen, Michele Hundley, Terry Dunham, and Joyce Cos-
savella, would like to hear from you. Please contact the com-
mittee chair Joyce Cossavella at jcossa153@gmail.com with 
your suggestions and include a short paragraph as to why you 
are making the nomination.  Awards are presented at the annual 
Dessert with the Mayor event scheduled each fall.

To see a list of the wonderful folks who have received the Spirit 
of Crescent Hill Award, please visit the CHCC website, www.
crescenthill.us.

mailto:chcc4thofjuly%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:debbie.wiebe502%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:debbie.wiebe502%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jcossa153%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Foster a love of reading in your child through story time! Join 
us weekly for books, songs, movement, and art activities that 
encourage the development of early learning skills. Storytimes 
are every Wednesday at 10:05 a.m. for infants, 10:45 a.m. for 
ages 2-3, and 3 p.m. for ages 3-5. 

Read + Play: Dinosaurs! Saturday, March 4, 10:30 a.m. 
Join us for stories and dinosaur themed play for ages 4-7.

Kids Yoga, Friday, March 31, 11 a.m. 
Led by a Good Karma Yoga instructor, for ages 7-12.

Get Ready for the Easter Parade, Wednesday, April 5, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Stop in and make a hat for the following weekend’s Frankfort 
Avenue Easter Parade. 

Read + Play: House, Saturday, April 22, 10:15 a.m. 
Join us for stories of life around the house and themed pretend 
play for ages 4-7.

Patron Appreciation Event, Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Join the Friends of the Crescent Hill Library in honoring the 
patrons who spearheaded the 1990’s Crescent Hill Library 
renovations. Enjoy refreshments and performances by Youth 
Performing Arts School guitar students and Ascher Tay-
lor-Schroeder, YPAS Guitar Department Head. At 11 a.m., 
we’ll unveil a memorial plaque honoring the group of library 
supporters who worked together in the 1990’s to raise money 
for the renovations of the Crescent Library.

Zine Workshop, Thursday, March 23 and Thursday, April 27, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Come learn about zines and make your own! Any experience 
level. Materials provided. Call 502-574-1793 or email lou.
smith@lfpl.org to register. Ages 18+

History of the 9th/10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers, Thursday, 
April 20, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Kentucky Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers will discuss the history 
of this military unit and the contributions it made to the nation. 

The Library now has Mobile Printing! You can print from 
a mobile device or computer anywhere and pick up your print 
jobs at the Library. Check out lfpl.org/print. 

We also offer Free Faxing!

Crescent Hill Library Events

Frankfort Avenue Business Association (FABA) 
is asking for your help

As Councilman Owen describes in his article, the state will be 
repaving and restriping Frankfort Avenue between Stilz Ave 
and Lexington Road this year. To help slow traffic and reduce 
collisions and improve pedestrian safety, a “road diet” will be 
utilized. Follow this link to see the proposed plan.

Most of the businesses support the basic concept. However, part 
of the proposed plan removes valuable parking spaces on Frank-
fort Avenue to accommodate the addition of bike lanes. While 
many people support the addition of proper bike lanes, these 
would not fall into that category. The proposed west bound bike 
lane would be immediately beside the parking lane. As most 
avid bike riders will tell you, it is very dangerous to ride next to 
a parked car. Often people exiting their car do not see bikers and 
open their door directly in front of the biker.

In addition, any loss of parking spaces on Frankfort Ave will 
result in more cars parking on the nearby residential streets. As 
most of you know, these streets are already very congested. 

FABA is asking for your help. If these aspects of the proposed 
plan concern you, please consider writing an email to the fol-
lowing individuals expressing your views:

Jason Moore, Project Manager at Kentucky Transportation 
Council (KYTC) jason.moore@ky.gov

Michael King, Project Manager at Metro City 
Michael.King3@louisvilleky.gov

Andrew Owen, Metro Councilman 
Andrew.owen@louisvilleky.gov

Nicole George, Metro Deputy Mayor 
Nicole.george@louisvilleky.gov

Please be aware that Metro Council is just assisting KYTC with 
the public engagement portion of the project. KYTC has the 
final say on the design and implementation. However, all these 
individuals can have influence on the final design.

As always, FABA loves being part of this wonderful neighbor-
hood and appreciates the support of the residents. Thank you 
for your help.

Frankfort Avenue Repaving and 
Restriping
by Mark Gaff, President, FABA

mailto:lou.smith%40lfpl.org?subject=
mailto:lou.smith%40lfpl.org?subject=
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Call For Articles
Have an idea for an interesting article about our neighborhood? 
Let’s talk! Articles for the Summer electronic issue are due 
May 15. Shoot us a line to enewcomgregory@yahoo.com.

For more information about the Crescent Hill Community 
Council, visit crescenthill.us.

Follow us on Social Media
Follow us on Instagram at
@crescenthillcommunitycouncil

Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/crescenthillcommunitycouncil

THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 SPONSORS!
We would like to thank the following businesses for their generous donations that allow us to hold community events throughout the 
year. Please be sure to stop by and thank these sponsors for supporting our neighborhood!

If you’d like to become a sponsor or would like more information go to crescenthill.us and click on “Join Us” and then “Sponsorship.”

BRONZE
Carmichael’s Bookstore

Fox Insurance & Investments

LeafFilter

Louisville Water Company
SILVERGOLD

Citizens of Louisville’s 
District 9

Peterson-Dumesnil 
House

Spring is here again, and the warmer days will bring more out-
door fun and events. The PD House Board of Directors is ex-
cited to participate in the Frankfort Avenue Easter Parade again 
this year on Saturday, April 8. Please come out and support this 
neighborhood event, and you might even spot the Easter Bunny 
himself!

You may have seen that the Peterson Dumesnil House Foun-
dation moved our annual appeal to February to coincide with 
the month of LOVE. We are proud to say that the PD House 
is a unique and welcoming place that is treasured like a neigh-
borhood park. We need help to ensure that critical upkeep of 
the property can continue and the House is preserved in all its 
beauty for future generations to enjoy. It’s not too late to donate 
and show you LOVE THE HOUSE. Any amount is greatly ap-
preciated! 

Spring Fever at the Peterson-Dumesnil House

Speaking of renovations, we are pleased to announce that the 
eaves repair work on the exterior of the House is nearly com-
plete. Thank you for your patience as we worked through this 
massive and necessary update to our beloved historic home. 
Plans for the re-imagined and expanded event garden are slowly 
but surely moving forward as well. Look for more information 
about that later this year. 

Please follow our social media pages and website for the most 
up-to-date information on events and happenings at the House. 
We even have a picnic checklist and map of all the plants and 
flowers on the property posted so you can plan your visit to the 
House on those warm spring and summer days ahead. 

We look forward to seeing you soon around the House!  
~ Peterson Dumesnil House Board of Directors 
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